
Those of us in the fight for the basic 
needs of survival – food, clean water, hous-
ing, health care, education and peaceful com-
munities – battle every day. We need to be 
aware of the most important things on the bat-
tlefield (the terrain) in which we must fight. 
We need to fight with a clearly defined vision. 
Can we answer such questions as where are 
we going? Who or what are we up against? 
What must be overcome? What is the “ene-
my’s” strategy and what is it they are trying 
to win – what is their vision? 

Too often our battles are confined to the 
smallest possible goals, and we accept the 
smallest momentary concessions as “victo-
ries.” Every day we get up with our sword 
and go fight windmills. We can never secure 
the basic necessities of life without clarity – 
therefore the role of conscious leaders means 
everything. To be conscious means to under-
stand the big picture, to have a clear vision of 
where the movement is heading, and to un-
derstand the moment we are in right now. 

THE BIG PICTURE
The central issue for us to understand is 

that we are in the midst of a huge transforma-
tion in our economy, from the industrial age to 
something really new – the age of electronics. 
The electronic revolution is unlike every oth-
er economic system humans have ever lived 
under, because this one is actually getting rid 
of human labor. It may not be complete yet, 
as there are still jobs for humans, but to un-
derstand this moment in history, we need to 
understand the significance of this process 
going on before our eyes. 

Our main concern about this transforma-
tion in the economy is the fact that millions 
of people are being made redundant each day. 
The jobs that are disappearing are not com-
ing back, and there will not be “replacement” 
jobs created. Each day robotics is being per-
fected to the point where they can perform the 
most delicate tasks (like surgery) and danger-
ous jobs (like rescue operations during disas-
ters). We must face the facts that “lights out” 
factories are our future – where raw materi-
als enter and finished products leave with lit-
tle or no human intervention.

The working class understands that their 
jobs are under threat, and they may know 
computers are replacing them, but they may 
not understand that this is the main contradic-
tion in the society today. When people don’t 
understand their problem, they can be easily 
misled. This is one explanation of why eco-
nomically devastated workers are vulnerable 
to politicians like Trump, who blame immi-
grants for their job loss.

The truth is that as people become un-
necessary to production, a new class of peo-
ple is being created. Without resources, this 
new class must fight just to survive. But be-

cause they are being forced to fight, this so-
called “useless class” becomes the hope of 
the future. 

Most of the growing numbers of this new 
class are not yet aware of the historic and rev-
olutionary role they are playing. They are not 
yet aware that who controls the technology 
will determine life and death for millions of 
people. That’s why leaders who are conscious 
of this big picture are truly the midwives to 
a society that is pregnant with revolution.

WHY YESTERDAY’S TACTICS 
WON’T WORK TODAY

What is the difference between today and 
yesterday in fighting for reforms? Why can’t 
we fight in the same way, and why can’t we 
win anything with yesterday’s tactics? Before 
the electronic revolution had gained momen-
tum, when capitalism was still mainly industri-
al and labor intensive, the economy would go 
through busts and booms. During the booms 
there were lots of jobs, during the recessions 
and depressions large numbers of workers 
were unable to get work. This idle workforce 
was kept alive by such things as welfare, pub-
lic housing, food stamps, and county hospitals. 
The unemployed were granted such reforms 
because when the economy went into an up-
ward swing, some of them would be returned 
to work, until the next downturn pushed them 
out of the economy again.

During the Civil Rights era and before, 
reforms were granted. Different sections of 
the population were able to organize success-
fully and win some demands. Because of this, 
a notion was formed that what was necessary 
to wrench reforms from the capitalist system 
was to gather your troops around a militant 
stand and persist until victory. The belief that 
capitalism would grant us victories, and the 
slogan, “when we fight, we will win,” made 
sense at that time.

But today, things are different. People or-
ganize, take a stand, make demands, petition, 
protest, march, and go to jail. But no matter 
what we do, life for the working class con-
tinues to deteriorate. Good jobs continue to 
evaporate, public housing keeps disappearing, 
public services and benefits keep shrinking, 
community resources dry up, schools close, 
police terror increases. We are not failing to 
get the reforms we need because we don’t 
fight well enough. It’s because our rulers will 
not grant reforms to people they don’t need. 
Booms and busts still happen, but now a re-
serve labor force is no longer needed, because 
computers and robotics step in to provide the 
skill and energy that humans once provided. 

So the old ways of gathering our forc-
es and “fighting back,” are not working any-
more, and they are not going to work. Faced 
with this situation, some people advocate for 
aiming small. Their strategy is to win a little 

tiny bit at a time, piling up mini “victories” 
until we get relief. Defeats are often twisted 
around and labeled as victories. Even though 
these tactics are proven to lead nowhere, there 
are those who persist in steering the move-
ment for reforms in this head-butting fashion. 
Unfortunately there are no short cuts for win-
ning the battle for survival today.

THE CENTRAL TASK OF 
REVOLUTIONARIES

The central task of revolutionaries is to 
figure out how to bring consciousness to the 
movement. The workers who are fighting for 
their survival need to unite around a central 
idea. That idea is that, in a society where ma-
chines do the work, the distribution of what 
these machines produce will have to be based 
on need. If it’s based on money in the pock-
et, then the workers will not survive. People 
who are fighting for their survival are already 
fighting for a new way of distributing the ne-
cessities of life, whether they know it or not. 
If the present system cannot provide the ba-
sics of life to the people, then the present sys-
tem must be replaced. How can the new class 

thrive, or even survive, without a coopera-
tive society?

The job of the revolutionary is to be more 
than just a part of the movement for survival. 
We get in there in order to explain the “big 
picture” and the need for unity around the sur-
vival issues. For example, if you are home-
less, you must struggle to get shelter. If you 
can’t pay your rent without sacrificing food 
or medicine, or you are on the verge of los-
ing your home to foreclosure from taxes, you 
face a survival issue of shelter. All of these 
sections of the new class have a primary need 
that they can unite around – that housing is 
a human right and must be guaranteed to all 
regardless of their ability to pay.

A winning strategy can only be built on 
what unites us, not what divides us. The role 
of a leader is to fight consistently for a uni-
ty based on the fight for the basic necessities 
of life. From petty differences to ideological 
disparities – a revolutionary must navigate 
around the potholes and roadblocks of po-
tential division, to steer a course towards the 
larger goals that are only obtainable through 
class unity. This requires thinking outside the 
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We are living in rapidly changing, danger-
ous times. Polarization of all kinds is express-
ing itself. To protect and expand its private 
property interests, the U.S. ruling class is 
attempting to build a fascist social base to 
support its austerity, deregulation and repres-
sion policies at home, and its war policies 
abroad.

At the same time, American workers are 
losing faith in the government and beginning 
the process of separating from the political 
system. The American people are increasing-
ly becoming more disgusted and distrustful 
of the government. A new social movement 
is forming. It is making demands on the gov-
ernment to respect human rights and protect 
the environment, while also demanding the 
government provide food, healthcare, housing, 
water, and more to those in need.

The demands of this movement are objec-
tive. The workers need housing, food, health 
care, and other basic necessities of life. This 
movement is coming into conflict with the 
State, which is standing in the way of them se-
curing these basic necessities. We are dealing 
with the beginning stages of revolution. The 
demands of this movement are class demands. 
Therefore, building the unity of our class on 
the basis of these demands is the decisive and 
central task of revolutionaries today.

“From the Editors: Who is Donald 
Trump?” points out that the fight against fas-
cism is the fight to acquire the necessities of 
life that moves beyond resistance. The rul-
ing class is making every effort to contain 

and divert the movement of the workers. This 
points to the necessity of the development of 
an independent class politics, not tied to ei-
ther of the ruling parties, and breaking the 
bonds of reform solutions constrained with-
in the system. 

In the article “Organized Crime and the 
Mexican State,” a friend of the LRNA from 
Mexico shows how there are few places on 
the planet where organized crime rivals the 
power of the State as much as in Mexico. 
The problem in Mexico is not only the out-
of-control violence caused by the drug trade 
throughout its territory, but also the infiltra-
tion of organized crime into the State appa-
ratus. Organized crime has become a central 
player in contemporary capitalism, both in 
Mexico and across the planet. 

The article, “Without a Vision, the People 
Perish,” explains that in times of crisis, soci-
ety’s spiritual leaders step forward to address 
the defining moral issues of the day. But spir-
itual and religious groups do not speak with 
one voice. In fact, their ideas polarize along 
class lines. One section of the spiritual com-
munity responds to the suffering by speaking 
up for the status quo, for the government, the 
rights of property and the privileged. Another 
section of the spiritual community responds to 
the suffering by emerging as a “moral move-
ment” that aligns itself with the workers, the 
outcasts, the poor, the immigrants, the sick 
and incarcerated.

 “End of Bribery, Dawn of Class Unity” 
points out that until this time, the struggle 
against capitalist class ownership and control 
of the economy could not take root. Working 
class unity was always blocked by the strength 
of divisive ideas of race and nationality, 

which rested on and were reinforced by brib-
ery. Today, robotic production and sophisti-
cated computer programs are permanently 
eliminating more jobs than they will create, 
step-by-step eliminating both the industrial-
era working class and the system in which it 
grew. We are witnessing the emergence of a 
new class, a section of workers being pushed 
outside the economy, hence beyond any ma-
terial bribe. 

Our cover article, “Being a Revolutionary 
Today,” shows hat revolutionaries have an 
important and special role to play in those 
organizations that are engaged in the day-
to- day struggles for the necessaries of life. 
Revolutionaries explain the bigger picture 
in the context of building class unity. Most 
of the growing numbers of the new class are 
not yet aware of the historic and revolution-
ary role they are playing. They are not yet 
aware that whoever controls the technology 
will determine life and death for millions of 
people. A winning strategy can only be built 
on what unites us, not what divides us. The 
role of a leader is to fight consistently for a 
unity based on the fight for the basic necessi-
ties of life. From petty differences to ideologi-
cal disparities – a revolutionary must navigate 
around the potholes and roadblocks of po-
tential division, to steer a course towards the 
larger goals that are only obtainable through 
class unity.
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“ The drug trafficker is not merely one 
more political player, but rather an integral 
component of the capitalist bloc in power 
in Mexico. What’s new is that, rather than 

being just a part of the legal sector of 
capital, the drug traffickers are clandestine 
political operators. That is to say, often the 
population at large is not even aware that 
it is dealing with, or voting for them. ”

Organized Crime and the Mexican State 
Editors’ note: The writer is a friend of the 

League in Mexico, who has written and pub-
lished extensively on the subject of Mexican 
organized crime and the authoritarian State 
in Mexico. 

There are few places on the planet where 
organized crime rivals the power of the State 
as much as in Mexico. The problem in this 
country is not only the out-of-control violence 
caused by the drug trade throughout its ter-
ritory, but also the infiltration of organized 
crime into the State apparatus.

Neoliberalism, along with the globaliza-
tion of Mexico, reinforced by NAFTA, began 
to take shape last century in the mid-1980s, 
facilitating the spread of organized crime 
throughout the fabric of the State. However, 
in 29 short years from 1988 to 2017, span-
ning the period from the Carlos Salinas de 
Gortari presidency to Enrique Peña Nieto’s 
government, Mexican organized crime as a 
whole and the Sinaloa cartels – Jalisco Nueva 
Generación and Zetas – in particular, became 
prime actors in the international drug trade.

Of course, there’s a before and after in 
the history of Mexico’s drug trade, pivoting 
during the decade of the 1980s. The coming to 
power of neoliberal governments accelerated 
the pace of globalization of organized crime. 
Since then, drug trafficking has been one of 
the main generators of capital in Mexico and 
we’ve had to add criminal capital to indus-
trial, financial, agricultural, commercial, and 
IT capital. As a result, there’s a new bour-
geois sector, the criminal or delinquent branch 
that gets mixed with all the rest. Crime cap-
ital feeds financial, industrial, commercial, 
agricultural and services capital. Regardless 
of the party in power, crime capital and the 
State either confront each other or negotiate, 
depending on the circumstances, at the in-
ternational and/or national levels that affect 
each state and municipality. Also crime capi-
tal negotiates with the legal sector of the cap-
ital on how to launder money, and how and 
where to invest.

HIDDEN POWER WITHIN 
THE STATE

Organized crime’s great win was that it 
permeated the State and all the social sectors. 
It has enjoyed the protective arm and legiti-
macy given it by broad layers of the citizenry. 
Through bribery and violence, it has appro-
priated the services of almost all the police, 
many judges, the military, and above all, those 
strategically placed individuals and groups in 
almost every political party and at every lev-
el of government.

Governors in the states of Tamaulipas, 
Baja California, Chihuahua, Coahuila Sonora 
at the border with Unites States, Sinaloa, 
Durango, Nayarit, Michoacán, Guerrero, 
Veracruz, Quintana Roo, etc., have been in 
the service, or at least allied with, one or oth-
er sector of organized crime.

While the drug trafficker is not as pow-
erful in every state (much less so in Yucatán 
or Tlaxcala, in the south, than in Tamaulipas, 
Chihuahua, Sonora, Baja California, and 
Sinaloa, in the north, or Michoacán and 
Guerrero, in the southwestern coast), the truth 

is that its dominance in several strategically 
important states has turned it into the hidden 
power within the State.

However, organized delinquency does 
not have to penetrate every single township 
to show that the State has failed its citizens 
by not guaranteeing the safety of millions. 
Knowing that hundreds of municipalities and 
thousands of square kilometers of the land are 
under the rule of the capos suffices. The State 
now shares a monopoly on the use of violence 
with organized crime, and many times in en-
tire regions it is subordinate to it. But worst 
of all is when the State, especially its security 
forces, the police and military, get confused 
with those of crime. In other words, the State 
grazes the criminal because in many parts of 
Mexico it serves organized crime. It follows 
leaders and interests outside of the law.

The number of deaths and the disap-
peared in Mexico have soared from 2006 to 
2015, numbering about 150, 000. The armed 
forces and police, as well as the judicial sys-
tem and political class, have been corrupt and 
often unpredictable, in dealing with the crimi-
nal element. At times, their response has been 
to confront the delinquents and at other times 
to follow them, depending on circumstances, 
their deals and their international, national, 
state, and local strategies and tactics. A politi-
cal, military, or police boss may just as easily 
serve crime, usually for a substantial payoff, 
as confront it when pressured by civil soci-
ety, international agencies or parties outside 
of the government. It is all decided by the sit-
uation or the balance of power.

Many of those studying the issue think 
Mexico could go the way of Colombia—that 
is, become a failed State—when in the 1980s 
and early 1990s Pablo Escobar and other 
drug traffickers paralyzed the population and 
State. However, to understand the situation in 
Mexico, one has to see that the power of the 
Colombian drug dealers, while shaking their 
society, never reached the levels of covert fi-
nancial dominance and political influence of 
the Mexican organizations. Colombians made 
business with coca and marijuana. Mexican 
cartels are the most important global crime en-
trepreneurs of coca, marijuana, design drugs 
and heroine.

SINALOA CARTEL 
Even with Chapo Guzmán locked up in 

New York, the Sinaloa cartel in particular, 
now divided in two fractions, is in full glob-
al expansion and has become the most pow-
erful in the history of the drug trade globally. 
It is truly a transnational crime syndicate. Its 
massive incomes, international ramifications, 
the great number of people serving, and loyal 
to it, are examples. Probably over a third of 
the more than 500,000 jobs, estimated for or-
ganized crime in a 2013 study of the Mexican 
Chamber of Deputies, owe their loyalty to the 
Sinaloa cartel. Likewise, its might in terms of 
finances, blackmail, firepower and all, make 
this organization, even though now divided, 
a daunting challenge.

While the Sinaloa operation had con-
trol only at the local level before the 1980s, 

they had already accumulated decades of 
business, military, and political experience, 
much more than any other regional outfit. And 
it’s so because Sinaloa is not only the cradle 
of drug trafficking in Mexico, but also the 
birthplace of narcopolitics. This makes sense 
and couldn’t be otherwise. The drug trade 
in Sinaloa traces its roots back at least 100 
years, so it hasn’t been by chance that almost 
four generations of narcotics traffickers have 
thrived in just under a century. They’ve had 
sufficient time to learn to play politics with 
less drama than others. They know the game 
in every sphere, though they have their favor-
ite, just as they have several lovers, but one 
favorite woman. With some exceptions, they 
don’t go around killing politicians. It isn’t 
necessary because they know how to nour-
ish them over time, spoil them, shape them, 
and control them.

However, the Sinaloan drug traffickers 
don’t only have a lot of experience. Above all, 
they also have a lot of capital, armies under 
their command, territory under their control, 
and an impressive cultural and social legiti-
macy. Their social and territorial base is im-
posing. With such a range of capital, their 
political muscle is assured.

The drug lords of Sinaloa are the only 
sector of the Mexican ruling class with a tru-
ly global reach. Their presence is felt in 63 
countries spanning five continents. No other 
Sinaloan business – or Mexican business for 

that matter – matches their range or capital 
resources. They have the great advantage of 
sharing the duopoly over the use of violence 
with government forces.

Being a global power with a local pow-
er base, they look for political hegemony in 
order to continue to grow. Without their ter-
ritorial roots as a base, they would lose their 
global power, which is constantly expanding. 
Neither Calderon’s and Peña Nieto’s wars, nor 
Chapo’s arrest could stop them.

The Sinaloan drug operation is active in 
much of the country, including Mexico City 
the nation’s capital, but control over its pri-
mordial territory is a life or death question. 
Without it, they disappear. Most of its mem-
bers or strategic assets are born and replaced 
in Sinaloa. Here, a large part of its commodi-
ties for export is produced, much of its mon-
ey laundering takes place and many of its 
laboratories for drug manufacturing operate. 
Their main social base resides in this home 
region, and the symbolic production infusing 
them with cultural legitimacy among wide 
swaths of society is created here. The bod-
ies of their drug traffickers rest forever in 
Sinaloa‘s cemeteries.

So, for the drug dealer, control over 
his territory and political action stem from 
old histories and are fundamental for his 
propagation.

NOT JUST ONE MORE 
POLITICAL PLAYER

What makes the situation worse is that 
the drug trafficker is not merely one more 
political player, but rather an integral compo-
nent of the capitalist bloc in power in Mexico. 
And by now, how could it be different when 
they already form a part of the economic elite 
of the nation, as one of the largest business, 
dirty money, and money laundering players 
of Latin America?

What’s new is that, rather than being part 
of the legal sector of capital, the drug traffick-
ers are clandestine political operators. That 
is to say, often the population at large is not 
even aware that it is dealing with or voting 
for them.

Plainly, the Sinaloan cartel of contempo-
rary Mexico is an extremely complex and so-
phisticated social actor in many ways. It has 
many facets and manifestations. It operates 
at all levels: illegally and through violence, 
but also through the law, consensus, and pol-
itics. It acts politically, with or without polit-
ical parties, with or without violence, within 
or outside of institutions. It has subordinated 
mayors, legislators, and governors; generals 
and rank and file soldiers, police chiefs and 
ordinary officers. It has negotiated with Los 
Pinos—the President’s residence – the DEA, 
the FBI, and the CIA. It knows how to act 
within any political regime – liberal demo-
cratic, authoritarian, or totalitarian—and with 
or without Peña Nieto or Trump.

Organized crime has become a central 
player in contemporary capitalism, both in 
Mexico and across the planet.



As the technological revolution contin-
ues to rip industrial capitalism apart, it is also 
creating the possibility of uniting a growing 
new class of workers displaced and excluded 
from production. Computer-assisted systems 
are entering production everywhere, fueling 
an eruption of global poverty and homeless-
ness, which has reached America’s inner city 

“ghettos,” as well as the mainly white towns 
of the Rust Belt. Like lava flows that harden 
into rock, this new equality of poverty is lay-
ing down a foundation for class unity across 
lines of color and nationality. 

So many millions are suffering that even 
the billionaires and the politicians admit that 
America has entered a crisis. But their explana-
tions never reveal the truth of this crisis. Instead, 
the ruling class is intensifying its propagan-
da, blaming one section of the masses for the 
problems of another, masking the real basis of 
today’s economic disruption. Unemployment 
is blamed on immigrants and workers in other 
countries taking jobs from U.S. citizens. Crime 
is blamed on gangs of minority youth. And the 
police abuse of people of color is blamed on 
individual white racists and not on the shift to 
systemic police brutality of all poor people.

Such divisive propaganda has deep his-
torical roots – for over 100 years, the capi-
talist ruling class has used the political tactic 
of material bribery of key sectors of workers, 
who got better jobs, housing and social privi-
leges in return for loyally supporting colonial 
super-exploitation of other peoples. Such brib-
ery was justified in each imperialist country by 
vicious propaganda, dividing workers along 
lines of color, nationality, religion, and immi-
gration status. The particularities of American 
capitalism resulted in bribery and propaganda 
being focused first on turning white workers 
against African Americans.

U.S. BRIBERY A PRODUCT OF 
AMERICAN IMPERIALISM

White supremacy played a crucial role in 
the conquest of Native Americans and the en-
slavement of millions of Africans. But a new 
stage in American capitalism and its manipu-
lation of racial ideas emerged after 1877, once 
the Reconstruction alliance of freed slaves 
and poor whites was crushed by pulling fed-
eral troops out of the South and unleashing 
the Ku Klux Klan. An American form of fas-
cism was imposed on the region of the South 
known as the Black Belt, a system of brutal-
ity and racial division later cited by Hitler as 
providing a model for the Nazi system. Soon 
Northern finance capital had turned the Black 
Belt South into its first American colony, a re-
gion of widespread poverty for both Blacks 
and whites, from which super-profits were ex-
tracted and invested into the expansion of in-
dustrialization in the North. This is when the 
political tactic of bribery emerged, to win the 
loyalty of an upper stratum of workers for the 
imperialist exploitation and wars that soon ex-
panded the new American Empire. 

An American working class split by such 
bribery simply could not unite, despite the 
best efforts of activists and revolutionaries. 
Workers in the North were granted a material 
bribe compared to those in the South, soon re-
flected by a flow of whites and Blacks out of 

“Dixie,” and by laws and chain gangs aimed at 
limiting that migration. Native-born workers in 
the North were bribed with high skilled indus-
trial jobs, to block their uniting with European 
immigrant laborers confined to unskilled work. 
During the Spanish American War of 1898, 
the bribed sectors and their leaders in unions 
and political parties organized these work-
ers into supporting the imperialist takeover of 
Puerto Rico, Cuba, Guam and the Philippines. 
During the Great Depression, bribery coupled 
with white supremacist ideology ensured that 
the struggle for industrial unions led to the 
1935 Wagner Act, which achieved union rights 
for factory workers, but not for the field work 
where African Americans and Mexicans were 
concentrated. And even as American workers 
fought European and Japanese fascism during 
World War II, bribery and divisive ideology 
allowed fascism to continue to rule America’s 
South, ultimately provoking the heroic Civil 
Rights struggles. 

Until today, the struggle against capital-
ist class ownership and control of the econo-
my could not take root. Working class unity 
was always blocked by the strength of divi-
sive ideas of race and nationality, which rested 
on and were reinforced by bribery. That for-
mula limited the workers to isolated victories 
and reforms within the system. Today, robotic 
production and sophisticated computer pro-
grams are permanently eliminating more jobs 
than they will create, step-by-step eliminat-
ing both the industrial-era working class and 
the system in which it grew. We are witness-
ing the emergence of a new class, a section 
of workers being pushed outside the economy, 
hence beyond any material bribe. Their very 
survival is at risk until society is reorganized 
to distribute the social product according need, 
instead of by ability to pay.

BROAD CLASS UNITY 
IS POSSIBLE

Reorganization of society is the essence 
of the rising struggles for housing, education, 
health care and a safe environment. For ex-
ample, homelessness is so widespread; the 
homeless are organizing and making demands 
on local governments in every corner of the 
country. Their struggle includes people who 
are not homeless, yet know that they might 

be one job, or a paycheck, away from it. 
From Flint, Michigan to Standing Rock, 

North Dakota thousands have united across 
lines of color and ethnicity to demand that 
the government guarantee clean water as a 
human right. In every region of the country, 
immigrants and citizens are working together, 
to stop raids and arrests of the undocument-
ed – those who fled poverty in their home-
lands only to be blamed for the growth of it 
here. That they are not to blame is understood 
by the millions who oppose the raids and by 
those organizing to recreate the Underground 
Railroad and Fugitive Slave Rescues. Clearly, 
the limited unity of the past is giving way to 
new expressions of broad class unity. 

Even though robotics and laborless pro-
duction are eliminating the ability of the ruling 
class to control society through bribery, class 
unity won’t automatically be achieved. The 
old ideas that bribery once sustained continue 
to be promoted by the political operatives and 

propaganda organs of the ruling class. Ruling 
class propaganda taught us that past struggles 
of Mexican farm workers and Black share-
croppers were “racial” battles and not battles 
of America’s working class. Now, such color 
consciousness makes it harder to see that to-
day’s struggles for economic survival in com-
munities of color are part of the emergence 
of the new class, and not something separate. 
Color consciousness can also result in workers 
of color assuming that whenever white work-
ers fear immigration, it’s simply because they 
are racists – even though the truth is, plenty of 
Latino workers also fall into such useless at-
tempts to hold onto a dying system. The pos-
sibility and necessity of class unity will not 
be understood unless revolutionaries bring 
those ideas into the struggles and expose the 
ideas of the class enemy. 

High tech globalization is undermining 
the very basis of capitalism. To maintain pri-
vate ownership and control, America’s rul-
ing class is overseeing the wholesale merging 
of the State and the corporations, enforced 
by fascist repression. This transformation ne-
cessitates developing a fascist mass base for 
their attack on the rest of society, especially 
against the new class being pushed outside of 
the economy. For instance, President Trump 
met with national construction union leaders 

in January, promising them jobs building the 
Keystone and Dakota Access pipelines, which 
had been opposed by the nationwide Standing 
Rock movement of Native American tribes, en-
vironmentalists, and others. Terry O’Sullivan, 
president of the Laborers Union praised this 
decision and condemned any unions who sup-
ported the Standing Rock movement. 

Those words clearly invite a brutal crack-
down against the movement in return for the 
promise of jobs, and it reveals the dangerous 
role such misleaders will play in the imple-
mentation of fascism. The main misleaders of 
the working class have always ensured that 
the biggest movements and mobilizations stay 
safely locked into capitalist ideas and corpo-
rate structures. However, because the system 
cannot resolve today’s rapidly growing pover-
ty, new leadership is emerging from the ranks 
of the new class, those who are dedicated to 
the struggle to meet the people’s needs. 

UNITING WITH A VISION 
OF A SHARED FUTURE

From homeless activists taking over va-
cant private property, to the unemployed ris-
ing up against the constant killing by police, 
people have no alternative but to fight, yet 
there is no way they can win without a vision 
of a new kind of shared, communist system. 
The growing new class is a threat to the sys-
tem itself, because the new class cannot solve 
its problems within the system of private cap-
italist ownership. But they cannot break free 
of that system without understanding that it 
is what they are fighting against, and without 
a vision of the new system that is becoming 
possible. Achieving that vision will require 
the development of class unity.

The good news is that despite the grow-
ing suffering, class unity is more possible today 
than ever, for objective and subjective reasons. 
Objectively, the equality of poverty is a grow-
ing, material reality. Subjectively, ideas of 
equality have taken root among the masses in 
our country as never before. The Civil Rights 
era and later struggles cleared away some of the 
obstacles to interactions among people across 
color lines, so today many Americans have in-
teracted through union struggles and electoral 
campaigns and by living among immigrants. 
Millions have also developed greater aware-
ness about America’s diverse people through 
cultural forms like hip hop and social media. 
Combined with the reduction in bribery, espe-
cially of white workers, these ideas are help-
ing make class unity more possible than ever. 

What is needed now is for the revolution-
aries to enter into the struggles not just with 
activism, or with being anti-racist. People are 
already fighting back against the attacks on 
their workforces, families and communities. 
What they lack is an understanding that the 
new technologies are ending the era of capital-
ism, where a few billionaires own everything. 
Instead of a fascist future aimed at maintaining 
private property, the millions who are under 
attack can use the new technology to create 
a new society, where the new technology is 
utilized to meet the needs of humanity. The 
long nightmare of conquest, division and ex-
ploitation is reaching its end. Let’s awaken hu-
manity to the dawning of its shared future!
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“ For over 100 years, the capitalist 
class used the political tactic of material 

bribery of key sectors of workers by 
giving them better jobs, housing a social 
privileges to ensure their support of the 
capitalists’ program. Today a new class 

is emerging — a section of workers 
being pushed outside the economy, 

and hence beyond the material bribe. 
Today, class unity is possible. ”

End of Bribery, Dawn of Class Unity
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“ A “moral movement” within the spiritual 
community is emerging that aligns itself 

with the millions of workers of all colors, the 
outcasts, the poor, the immigrants, the sick 
and the incarcerated. It strives to practice 

the ancient religious values of justice, mercy 
and faithfulness, without favoritism toward 
those with temporal power or position. ”

Without a Vision the People Perish
In times of crisis, society’s spiritual lead-

ers step forward to address the defining moral 
issues of the day. This happened in nineteenth 
century America, when the abolitionist move-
ment arose to challenge the slave power in 
the years leading up to the Civil War. It hap-
pened in the 1930s with movements like the 
Catholic Worker, in the 1960s with organiza-
tions like the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference and it is happening today. But 
spiritual and religious groups do not speak 
with one voice. In fact, their ideas polarize 
along class lines.

A fundamental dislocation in the econo-
my is causing the profound political, moral, 
and spiritual crises that we are experiencing 
today. Advanced labor-replacing technology 
is creating abundance capable of ending alto-
gether the human competition for material ne-
cessities. But powerful economic interests are 
doing everything they can to block this from 
happening. The result is deepening social dis-
placement, escalating wars, environmental 
destruction, unemployment, and poverty. A 
sharp antagonism is breaking out between 
the owners of private property and large, in-
creasingly desperate sections of the working 
class. This is reflected in the intense spiritu-
al crisis that is step by step gripping America 
and the entire world.

One section of the spiritual community 
responds to the suffering by speaking up for 
the status quo, for the government, the rights 
of property and the privileged. It defends the 
political measures necessary to protect them, 
even up to and including a fascist dictatorship. 
It parrots the corporate agenda and preaches 
sacrifice, austerity, and obedience. A group 
that calls itself the Presidential Prayer Team, 
for example, urges us to pray for cutting reg-
ulation and taxes, repealing Obamacare, strict 
enforcement of America’s immigration laws, 
building up America’s military and punish-
ing those who “leak” information to the news 
media.

Another section of the spiritual commu-
nity responds to the suffering by emerging as 
a “moral movement” that aligns itself with 
the workers, the outcasts, the poor, the immi-
grants, the sick and incarcerated. In the past, 
this section spoke for the slave in the battle 
for emancipation. Today it speaks for the mil-
lions of Americans of all colors, who make 
up our working class, especially those dispos-
sessed by the automation of the economy. It 
strives to practice the ancient religious val-
ues of justice, mercy, and faithfulness, without 
favoritism toward those with temporal pow-
er or position. Benjamin Franklin famously 
summed up its spirit when he said, “Rebellion 
to tyrants is obedience to God.”

SPIRITUALITY AND 
SOCIAL REVOLUTION 

Revolutionaries have long understood 
that society cannot move forward without 
the organizing, mobilizing and transforming 
power of new ideas. In times of social revo-
lution like today, our battles take place in the 
complex realm of social, political, and intel-
lectual currents that make up our social lives. 
Spirituality and religion are therefore at the 

heart of our campaign for the new world that 
is struggling to be born. Spirituality and re-
ligion have historically been the areas where 
the vision and morality of society are worked 
out. There can be no revolutionary movement 
without a moral vision of the new society that 
is fighting to be born.

For that very reason, these are the identi-
cal arenas used by the ruling class in its des-
perate attempt to retard, divert, and block the 
revolutionary movement at every step of its 
development. In recent years, religion has 
increasingly been used as a “wedge issue” 
to divide and debilitate the working class 
movement.

As long as society continues to be divid-
ed into classes, neither the ruling class nor 
the working class can or will retreat from the 
spiritual and religious arena. In the 1970s, as 
part of a counteroffensive to shore up capi-
talist ideology, the ruling class made major 
new investments in religious organizations 
and movements, both in the US and over-
seas. Groups like the Moral Majority and the 
Christian Coalition became significant play-
ers supporting ruling class political agendas 
both domestically and internationally. The 
government and CIA stepped up their active 
cultivation of reactionary leadership in the 
Catholic Church and deepened relationships 
with Islamic fundamentalist organizations in 
Iran, Afghanistan, and across the globe.

The working class has been compelled 
to resist these developments. The only way 
to fight religious ideas is with other reli-
gious ideas, by “rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” Modern religions all arose from free-
dom movements, like the historic deliverance 
of the Hebrew slaves from the oppression of 
Pharaoh. But religions repeatedly became cor-
rupted when kings and entire ruling classes 
co-opted them and began transforming them 
for the uses of power and privilege.

The Biblical teaching that “the poor will 
always be with us” for example, has been 
twisted from its original meaning, “to always 
be generous and openhanded,” to one that 
justifies exploitation and misery by claiming 
that nothing can be done about poverty, so it 
is useless to try. Martin Luther King Jr. re-
buked this interpretation when he explained, 

“There is nothing new about poverty. What is 
new is that we now have the techniques and 

the resources to get rid of poverty. The real 
question is whether we have the will.”

Ideas that appear moral in one context 
can become immoral in another, if they are 
not correctly applied. A good example of this 
is the old Biblical admonition that says, “The 
one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” 
The origin and spirit of this rule was that in a 
cooperative, religious community, each per-
son should contribute according to his or her 
ability. In class societies it was manipulated 
and distorted to justify one or another form 
of forced labor. Capitalists used it to advo-
cate starving the poor to force them to work 
for lower wages. In our modern high tech-

nology society it makes no sense at all, since 
the automated forces of production increas-
ingly mean that all of humanity can eat with 
virtually no labor expended. As a result, this 
scripture is now being distorted to justify the 
system’s abandonment and impoverishment of 
millions, who have no access whatsoever to 
land or means of production and therefore are 
physically denied the ability to work at all.

In American history in particular, re-
ligious revolutionaries were absolutely in-
strumental in the Revolutionary War, the 
abolitionist movement, the cooperative move-
ment, and the great agrarian and labor move-
ments of the nineteenth century, as well as the 
labor and civil rights struggles of the twenti-
eth century. Most recently, we have all wit-
nessed the indispensable role of spirituality 
in the movement of the Water Protectors at 
Standing Rock.

PRACTICAL REVOLUTIONARIES 
Because we are in a period of social rev-

olution, the antagonism between workers and 
owners is creating tens of thousands of rev-
olutionaries from all walks of life and all re-
ligious and spiritual traditions. When people 
experience climate change, endless war and 
the millions being cast into destitution, they 
question old ideas that would attempt to jus-
tify or rationalize such misery in the midst of 
such abundance. Their conscience does not al-
low them to pretend to love the people they 
minister to, if they do not challenge the cause 
of their suffering. “True compassion is more 
than flinging a coin to a beggar,” wrote King. 

“It understands that an edifice which produces 
beggars needs restructuring.” People become 

practical revolutionaries.
This overarching economic crisis makes 

it both possible and necessary to break with 
the religious and political sectarianisms of 
the past. By driving the masses into poverty, 
the brokenness of the capitalist system neces-
sarily creates these practical revolutionaries, 
where earlier periods of economic expansion 
did not.

By uniting around immediate demands of 
the people, the most successful efforts have 
learned to mix and balance spirituality and 
politics without allowing either to narrow the 
scope or effectiveness of the movement as 
a whole. The Moral Monday movement in 
North Carolina, for example, learned how to 
organize through churches to advance prac-
tical issues, while at the same time not limit 
their reach or appeal to churches alone, but 
extend it to the community at large. It practic-
es what it calls “fusion politics” in a deliber-
ate effort to organize across boundary lines of 
color, religion or political background. Many 

“faith collaboratives” are arising all around 
the country to address the issues of expand-
ing homelessness.

ROLE OF REVOLUTIONARIES 
During this current period of political for-

mation of the newly dispossessed, the role of 
revolutionaries is to join and assist in the gath-
ering of the scattered revolutionaries on the 
basis of the people’s demands for the neces-
sities of life. Religious revolutionaries play a 
key role in this process because of their artic-
ulate leadership, deep influence, and connec-
tions among the organized faithful masses.

Part of their role is to keep the movement 
on course. America has built an entire struc-
ture of “loyal opposition” organizations that 
are allowed to enjoy funding and social sta-
tus, as long as they do not question the fun-
damental structure of the economy and the 
government. As Thoreau said, “There are a 
thousand hacking at the branches of evil to 
one who is striking at the root.” But true re-
ligion calls its adherents to obey God rather 
than human beings.

Within the battle for basic necessities, 
revolutionaries always point out how a co-
operative economy can definitively address 
the spreading poverty and economic injus-
tice, making it both necessary and possible. A 
cooperative economy can use the same tech-
nology that is today destroying our lives to 
provide abundance for all. Housing and oth-
er basic necessities can be transformed from 
commodities traded for profit, into goods dis-
tributed on the basis of each person’s need.

Being true to our calling means working 
to make that cooperative society a reality. This 
requires political education and organization 
of the workers, while participating in a po-
liticization process that moves beyond char-
ity and beyond incremental reform. It means 
getting involved in the complex and impure 
political battles necessary to challenge power. 
Above all it means using our spiritual training 
and expertise to shape the culture, to create 
the vision of the kind of society that our deep-
est aspirations call on us to build.
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Being a Revolutionary Today…
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From the Editors: Who is Donald Trump?

Put an End to Homelessness 
Once and For All

Homelessness is at the cutting edge of the fight for survival gradually embroil-
ing millions of displaced workers. It lays bare the irreconcilable antagonism be-
tween the splendid abundance of electronic technology and the cruel scarcity on 
which private property is based. We live in a system that would rather destroy a 
family than provide the sustenance necessary to keep it together with food, cloth-
ing, and housing.

Homelessness cannot be ended without understanding its economic root: the in-
ability of the private property system to meet the needs of human beings. Ultimately, 
the solution to homelessness will require abolition of private property and the or-
ganization of a cooperative economy that distributes society’s vast wealth on the 
basis of human needs and human rights. The League of Revolutionaries for a New 
America is dedicated to such a proposition. Join Us!

moment and putting forth a vision that all 
can unite around. Do we want and need 
shelter to survive? We can have it if we 
keep our focus on the destination, if we 
can all agree that the only kind of govern-
ment we can live with is one that guaran-
tees shelter to all.

REACHING REVOLUTIONARIES
A revolutionary has to understand, ex-

plain and provide answers to people about 
how to accomplish the enormous tasks 
before us. While it’s important to bring 
clarity to those we have day-to-day con-
tact with, we need to consider how we can 
reach the millions of potential revolution-
aries that are scattered throughout our so-
ciety. Lately, everyone is talking about the 
role of the media, and it’s clear that ideas 
are circulated throughout society by the 
media, and opinions are shaped for good 
and evil. This is a truth no revolutionary 
can ignore. Widespread distribution of rev-
olutionary ideas and struggles through our 
own presses, leaflets, pamphlets, speech 
making, artistic creations etc. stretches out 

and strengthens our reach beyond the nar-
row limits of our locale. 

Revolutionaries should not miss any 
chances they get to put forward their un-
derstanding at public events and meetings. 
But it is also vital for us to create our own 
platforms, to engage with the leaders of 
the survival movement. We have to cre-
ate our own opportunities, to get away 
from the constant interference and block-
ing tactics of misleaders and paid agents 
of the ruling class. When so-called lead-
ers attempt to stifle the voices of revolu-
tionaries, then they must be gotten around. 
Revolutionaries boldly and creatively 
make a way to be heard.

Being a revolutionary today is about 
more than being involved in the daily bat-
tle for survival. It’s about more than hav-
ing a good understanding of what’s going 
on in society. It’s about embodying both. 
Being active, teaching and learning, keep-
ing the big picture in mind and the vision 
of where you are leading in your minds 
eye at all times.

There is probably no other question fore-
most in the minds of the American people. 
Trump has seen to that. So is he just the mas-
ter show-man, reality TV celebrity gone polit-
ical? Is he crazy? Or is there a method in his 
madness? Is he a fascist? Where is the coun-
try and the world headed with this master of 
chaos and instability in charge? 

For millennia the ruling classes have re-
written history in their own image, so it ap-
pears that it is the “great” men of the time 
who really make history. So it is that Trump 
puts himself forward as the great maker and 
shaker of our time. 

In truth, the world is in the midst of a 
vast and huge process of transformation. We 
note at this particular moment the exponen-
tial advance of the new electronic technol-
ogy and its impact upon the economy. We 
see an acceleration of the efforts by the rul-
ing class, from Bush to Obama to Trump, to 
grapple with and to maintain their hold on 
private property as polarization and crisis in 
the world has deepened. 

Within the ruling circles both national-
ly and internationally a struggle is underway, 
grappling with changes in the world econ-
omy and geopolitics. The world order that 
has been in place since the fall of the Soviet 
Union, a unipolar ,hegemonic order dominat-
ed by the U.S. is being challenged by the ris-
ing of a new multipolar world order, which 
includes in particular the roles of Russia and 
China, as they rise to contend with U.S. he-
gemony. The overriding quality of the pro-
cess is deepening polarization and instability. 
The ruling class fight for the development of a 
fascist world order and the conceptualization 

of a fascist world-view is necessary to carry 
out the program of the entire ruling class. It 
is here that Trump is playing his role. He is 
shaped as much by this world-historical pro-
cess as he is a player on the stage of history.

In the name of economic nationalism, dis-
guised as a championing of the interests of 
the working class, a massive assault is under-
way, directed precisely against the economic 
and social status of the workers, especially 
that new section that is being displaced and 
excluded by the new technology. Across the 
spectrum of society we see the acceleration of 
this process. Access to health care is being cut 
off, public schools are being destroyed, divert-
ing funds into private and charter options, that 
will ultimately become education for the rich 
and nothing for those whom the ruling class 
no longer needs. The military budget is be-
ing increased, matched by the cutting of funds 
to the public welfare, including food stamps, 
Meals on Wheels, Planned Parenthood and 
others. Executive orders, that are designed 
to line the pockets of the corporations and 
the rich, roll back and cut environmental pro-
tections. Families are being torn apart as im-
migrant workers are especially targeted, and 
there is an exponential increase in the num-
bers being deported.

In response we see the massive develop-
ment of a broad movement, that signals an 
approaching new stage in the subjective de-
velopment of the new class of workers, who 
are being cast out of production. It takes the 
form of “Resist”, of fighting Donald Trump, 
but it goes much deeper than that. At its foun-
dation, it is the fight to acquire the necessities 
of life that moves beyond resistance, and in 

that sense, is objectively against the fascist so-
lutions of the ruling class.. The ruling class is 
making every effort to contain and divert the 
movement of the workers, particularly to di-
vert it back into the Democratic Party. What 
is necessary is the development of an indepen-
dent class politics not tied to either of the rul-
ing parties, and breaking the bonds of reform 
solutions constrained within the system. 

Delegitimizing of the media, delegiti-
mizing of the courts, delegitimizing of the 
Congress – there is a systematic process of 
assault upon the basic institutions of the gov-
ernment – from fake news to the gutting of 
administrative bureaus – all designed to pre-
pare the way for the acceptance of a State or-
ganized along fascist lines. It is a State that 
is fully merged with the corporations, bear-
ing no responsibility to meet the needs of the 
people and serving only the interests of the 
corporations, with a massive military to im-
pose its will upon the nation and the world, 
paid for with ballooning debt. 

Trump’s “foreign policy” is revealing it-
self to be a continuation of a ruling class strat-
egy, that in a time of deepening polarization 
and crisis, is being accelerated along the in-
evitable march toward global war. It is a reci-
pe for prolonged wars designed to create even 
more instability and even more failed States. 

War is an objective part of capitalism; it is not 
a mere reflection of someone’s bellicosity. 

The contending for power and control of 
the global economy is evidenced in the Syrian 
conflict, where both Russia and the U.S. each 
have their own plans to construct oil pipelines 
that will transverse Syria. The military pres-
ence of the various forces could easily spark 
war between them. The effects of the U.S. in-
terventions in Iraq, Yemen, Afghanistan and 
now Somalia serve to further destabilize and 
undermine the region.

Tensions are mounting as the U.S. moves 
closer and closer to confrontation with North 
Korea. No one doubts that the real target is 
China. The great fear is what such a conflict 
might lead to, and the possibility of nucle-
ar war. 

Peace is a life and death question for the 
masses of the world’s working classes, and for 
the rising movement here at home. We can-
not go forward without it. We gain nothing by 
fighting against the workers of other countries. 
With class unity here at home and class unity 
with the workers of the world, we can create a 
world free from war, constructive rather than 
destructive, with an abundance shared by all. 
This can truly be a new world that workers 
make, and Trump will be a footnote.


