RALLY,

Denied a Future,
Young Workers
Have a World To Win

Maria Fernandes held down three jobs,
working over 87 hours each week, split be-
tween three New Jersey Dunkin’ Donuts lo-
cations. “She worked so much, that landlady
Amelia Resende sometimes went two weeks
without seeing Fernandes...” NBC reported.
“Five or six times in the past year, Resende
said, she came outside to find Fernandes
asleep in the driver’s seat with the car run-
ning.” She even kept a gas can in the back in
case she ran out of gas.

Maria worked hard to make ends meet for
herself, but she was generous and believed in
doing good for others. NBC recounted, “She
bought a tent and explained that it was for
a homeless man she saw near work. When
Culhane’s [her boyfriend at the time] moth-
er died, Fernandes bought him and his three
sons suits for the funeral. ... Friends recount
a number of instances when she gave them
cash or handed over a debit card to help pay
for food or travel.”

On Sunday, August 24, 2014 she worked
her usual triple-shift from 8 am-1 pm at the first
shop, 2 pm - 9 pm at the second shop, and 10
pm-6 am overnight at the third. Monday morn-
ing she pulled into the parking lot of a conve-
nience store to sleep before going to her next
shift, and left the engine running. Maria would
never wake up. Carbon monoxide from her en-
gine leaked into the car, and her gas can tipped
over, leaking gas; the fumes took Maria’s life
as she slept. When Maria Fernandes died on
the morning of August 25, 2014, while still
in her work uniform, she was 32 years old.

The tragedy of Maria’s death is heart-
breaking, but the circumstances she found
herself in have become increasingly common
for today’s young workers.

A GENERATION FACES
ECONOMIC DECLINE

Today’s young generation of work-
ers born, between the early 1980s and the
mid- to late-1990s, are known as millenni-
als. According to the Pew Research Center:

“Millennials are the first in the modern era to

have higher levels of student loan debt, pov-
erty and unemployment, and lower levels of
wealth and personal income than their two
immediate predecessor generations had at the
same stage of their life cycles.”

This downward economic trend that mil-
lennials are experiencing is brought on by
fundamental changes in the capitalist system.
Every aspect of the economy is in the midst

of a decades-long transition, from relying on
wage-labor to labor-replacing technologies
such as robotics, information technology, ar-
tificial intelligence, and mobile tech.

This is the first time in human history
that there has been laborless production. This
changes everything.

Labor-replacing technology, intended to
maximize profits, is also shrinking and desta-
bilizing the workforce. A new class of work-
ers is emerging from within the working class,
those forced to exist outside of the basic cap-
italist framework. This new class is unable to
sell their labor, because new technologies are
cheaper than their labor.

The new class is made up of workers
from every generation, but young people are
unique, in that they will never know a world
without labor-replacing technology. Older
generations have had economic security, jobs,
and housing taken away from them. But many
of today’s young adults will never have access
into the economy the way previous genera-
tions did — they are denied a future.

Maria Fernandes was just one of many
stressed young workers; 40 percent of mil-
lennials identify as “work martyrs,” consis-
tently overworking, and “racked with guilt if
they take time off.” According to a Bankrate
study, 25 percent of 19-25 year olds don’t
take any of their paid vacation or sick time.
The work that most millennials can find is
in the low-paid service sector. Millennials
who have been able to get full-time salaried
work earn salaries that equate to $13 an hour.
Millennial wages can’t even keep up with the
increasing costs of basic goods. Many millen-
nials can’t find work, making up 40 percent
of the unemployed.

These low earnings and unemployment
lead to the net worth of millennials being
about half that of previous generations at the
same stage in life. One in three millennials
lives with their parents to save money, and
to help provide for their struggling families.
The economy is taking a toll on millennial’s
health: they are the first American generation
in over 100 years to have a decrease of their
average lifespan, and they have the highest
rates of depression.

Reporting by USA Today shows new
Federal Reserve data indicating that, “White
millennials — who still earn much more than
their Black and Latino peers — have seen their
incomes plummet the most, relative to boom-
ers,” falling by 21 percent when compared to
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baby boomers. Young white workers are being
pushed toward the same economic deprivation
in which the country’s history of racism has
kept workers of color. Economic inequality is
a central way that capitalists have been able
to divide workers and block unity.

As traditional employment has become
scarce, the “gig economy” has risen to prom-
inence, where workers are independent con-
tractors, temporary employees, on-call, or
otherwise tenuously employed. According
to the New York Times, “The number of
Americans using these alternative work ar-
rangements rose 9.4 million from 2005 to
2015. That was greater than the rise in over-
all employment, meaning there was a small
net decline in the number of workers with con-
ventional jobs... Employers have succeeded
at shifting much of the burden of providing
social insurance onto workers,” getting off
the hook for providing healthcare, vacation,
sick days, retirement, social security, work-
ers’ compensation, and unemployment ben-
efits. The “gig economy” is one more step
toward destruction of work as we know it.

CHILDREN IN THE CROSSHAIRS
While young workers try to survive in

this failing economy, capitalism is also fail-

ing today’s children and teens. One in five

American children experience hunger each
year. The Urban Institute held focus groups
with teens facing hunger in ten diverse com-
munities across the country. In their 2016 re-
port “Impossible Choices: Teens and Food
Insecurity in America,” they found that in all
ten of the communities there were stories of
girls selling their bodies in “sex for money”
transactions, and boys shoplifting and selling
drugs, all just to get food.

A young girl in San Diego, California,
said: “Someone I knew dropped out of high
school to make money for the family. She felt
the need to step up. She started selling her-
self.” A girl in Chicago spoke of an 11-year-
old girl who dropped out of sixth grade to
do sex work. A girl in Portland, Oregon told
researchers: “It’s really like selling yourself.
Like you’ll do whatever you need to do to get
money or eat.”

The findings show that this behavior is
consistent across gender, race, and geogra-
phy. Susan Popkin, senior fellow at the Urban
Institute and one of the authors of the report,
said, “The extent to which we were hearing
about food being related to this vulnerability
was new and shocking to me, and the level of
desperation that it implies was really shock-
ing to me. It’s a situation I think is just get-

Continues on page 6

CONTENTS

Inside: Property — Public for the Many or Private for the Few 2
From the Editors: Charlottesville: No Going Back 3
Public Education — The Dream or the Nightmare 3
Unity of Our Class: Indispensable Step for the Liberation of Humanity 4

From the Editors: “First Do No Harm” 6




-

L

SUBSCRIBE TO |
RALLY, |
COMRADES!

ONE FULL YEAR FOR $20 |

Rally, Comrades! stands out,
offering a sound and clear
analysis of the way forward. We |
rely completely on volunteers

and donations from readers like |
you to carry out this urgent work. |

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Please send this coupon with a |
check or money order payable to |
“LRNA” to the following address:
LRNA |
P.O. Box 477113

Chicago, IL 60647 |
-

Property - Public for the Many or
Private for the Few

Inside
Rally, Gomrades!

Denied the basic necessities of life, mil-
lions of American workers are engaged in a
life and death struggle to survive. At the same
time, the government is cutting social pro-
grams to the bone, while the corporations loot
the public treasury and privatize everything
in the public domain.

Whether it’s the struggle for clean or af-
fordable water, housing, education, healthcare,
the environment, or even democracy itself,
one fundamental question is at the center of
virtually every social struggle in the U.S. to-
day: Will the people take over the private
property of the corporations to serve the com-
mon interests of society, or will the corpora-
tions continue to take over public property to
serve the interests of a small ruling class?

The LRNA report “Unity of Our Class:
Indispensable Step for the Liberation of
Humanity” explains how a new class of work-
ers is growing throughout society. Further, it
shows how this new class cannot survive in
a society governed by laws that protect cor-
porate private property interests, while not-
ing that this is not a new class of poor or a
new class of the new poor. Their poverty is a
consequence of their economic position, not
the cause of it. We refer to these workers as
a new part of the working class; a new class
of workers created by the qualitatively new
means of production that eliminates the need
for human labor. If united and conscious of its
historic mission, the new class has the poten-
tial to lead society to a new cooperative soci-
ety organized in its own interests and in the

interest of all of humanity.

“From the Editors: First Do No Harm”
clearly shows that health care is where two
antagonistic and irreconcilable forces face
off against one another. It comes down to: in
whose interests does the government operate,
in the interests of the corporations or in the in-
terests of working people? Here there are no
half-measures, no incremental reforms, cer-
tainly no going back. Single payer is an impor-
tant step in the fight to nationalize health care
in the interests of working people, but it can
only be seen as a part of the solution the times
require, and that is to make private property
public property. There is no room for private,
for-profit corporations in a health care system
that serves the best interests of the people.

The article, “Public Education - the Dream
or the Nightmare” points out that technology
is increasingly making capitalism unworkable.
People are already openly challenging the fas-
cist offensive in public education. The demand
to abolish student debt challenges the corpo-
rate presence in what should be a public in-
stitution. The growing opposition to vouchers
strengthens the demand that schools are truly
a public good. Fighting for a curriculum that
strengthens collective humanistic learning and
a real history of our peoples is likewise the
fight for the public to control its own educa-
tion and its own future.

None of these steps can be established
as long as corporations have a role in public
education. This is the historic step that is at
hand — the battle we must go through to get
to the next stage for humanity. The role of
revolutionaries is to make clear that private
property has no place in public education.

The cover story, “Denied a Future, Young
Workers Have a World To Win” tells a compel-

ling story about the struggle that young workers
face. It explains that the new class is made up
of workers from every generation, but young
people are unique, in that they will never know
a world without labor-replacing technology.
Older generations have had economic secu-
rity, jobs, and housing taken away from them.
But many of today’s young adults will never
have access into the economy the way previ-
ous generations did —they are denied a future.

For young people there are no “good ole’
days” to fight back to, only a new world to
fight for. Youthful imagination can envision
the possibilities for a future that unleashes our
world’s abundance to provide for everyone,
and to forge a path to achieving that future. We
can remake our economy, where the labor-re-
placing technology is used to meet everyone’s
needs. The production of everything we need to
live healthy, happy lives can be owned publicly
for the common good, rather than by the corpo-
rations. We can develop technologies to undo
the damage we have done to our planet, restor-
ing our ecosystems for future generations.

Robotics makes it impossible for the new
class to coexist with private property. The new
class is increasingly outside of the economy
and therefore exists in antagonism to the wages
system. Robotics has made reform of the capi-
talist system impossible. The only way for the
new class to prevent itself from being crushed
is to make the gigantic means of production
public property. The program of the new class
is therefore objectively communist, in the true
sense of the word. Owning no property, with-
out employment or resources, it cannot move in
the direction of securing individual property. Its
objective demand makes economic sense: each
for all and all for each, from each according to
ability to each according to need.

EDITORIAL POLICY
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Charlottesville - No Going Back

From the Editors

As we go to press, the battle lines have been
drawn. There is no going back. Both during, and after
Charlottesville, we see a tremendous outpouring — a pas-
sionate, intense striving for social unity — that is making a
clear break with the past and its old divisive ideas of white
supremacy, bigotry, and racism. People by the tens of thou-
sands are coming out all over the country, and the world, to
take a stand: an injury to one is an injury to all. We stand
in unity and solidarity with all of our sisters and brothers
who suffer from exploitation and oppression.

fascist solutions.

The fascists are not simply the racist gangs, like those
we saw in Charlottesville; they play their role. The real threat
is the ruling class. It cannot bring back jobs or prosperity,
with an increasingly laborless economy that is irrevocably
broken. The ruling class understands that, in order to con-
trol a working class in rebellion against its conditions, they
must transform the State into a direct, brutal dictatorship,
a militarized police state. Trump plays his role by clear-
ing the way for a section of the American people to accept

The fascist offensive is an attack upon the lives of the
workers. Millions of working people of all nationalities and
colors are seeing their jobs eliminated, or reduced to contin-

gent low-wage labor, leading to families being thrown out
onto the streets. The response of the ruling class to the grow-
ing hunger is to cut food stamps. Millions more are being
denied access to health care. For many more an education
is becoming unattainable. The demands for a decent life are
at the heart of the outrage around the country and the world,
and this is the essence of the fight against fascism today.
The impulses toward unity and the deep morality of our
class must be infused with the knowledge that the world

they are already fighting for is possible today. They must

come to see that achieving this vision will take transform-
ing society in their own interests, and that class unity is a
condition of them moving toward that end.

Public Education - The Dream or the Nightmare

As schools open this fall across the United
States, tens of thousands of students, parents,
and educators are demanding Sanctuary Cities
Schools as safe zones for undocumented stu-
dents, to be free of ICE, Border Patrol, and
police persecution. The ongoing fight to de-
fend neighborhood public schools and the
fight to defend immigrants are no longer sep-
arate struggles.

The issue of sanctuary schools is just
one important reason why public education
is a battlefield. Even if this battle is won, all
students will face other attacks against the
working class, like charter school privatiza-
tion, budget cuts, and police abuse of young
people. The bigger question is, why is public
education today in such turmoil?

As with every necessity of life, pub-
lic education faces the world-historic trans-
formation of human society that is caused
by computers and information technology.
Technology is compelling the reorganization
of every institution of society, as it replaces
humans in production. Which class controls
this technology is of the utmost importance.

Elements of 21 century education al-
ready exist and are being facilitated by tech-
nology. Technology inevitably eliminates the
cost of sharing knowledge and information,
since information can be digitally copied al-
most for free. This objective effect could ul-
timately mean the end of knowledge as a
commodity to be bought, sold, and speculat-
ed on for private corporate profit. In a truly
democratic, humanistic society, knowledge
works best when it is distributed for free.

The result is that there are two antago-
nistic visions for the transformation of edu-
cation. Since corporations have merged with
the State, the ruling class seeks to maintain
education as private property through coer-
cion. Government privatizes and militarizes
education, forces schools to close, reduces
teachers to contingent workers, and insures
the corporate control of the learning process.

On the other hand, for the new class of
workers — those increasingly replaced by
laborless production — the abundant possibili-
ties for quality education would allow individ-
uals to develop every capacity with lifelong
learning. This vision can only be guaranteed
by total public ownership and completely free
education for all.

Ultimately this battle will be about which
class owns the technologies of education. The
reconstruction of society that is already in a
transformation process, turns on this question.
The new class can only achieve an education-
al system that encourages people to develop
every capacity, by reorganizing society into
one, where the aim of production is humani-
ty, rather than one where the aim of humanity
is production. This is education for outcome,
not income, education you create and partic-
ipate in, not something that is done to you.

COLLECTIVE LEARNING

As a species, humans have always
learned the best collectively, a social act that
includes relations between people. Today
technology creates new platforms for collec-
tive learning, from Wikipedia to computer
driven classes, education-technology systems,
and even computer games. New technology
augments the ways that humans develop and
share ideas, from teach-ins and story-telling,
to political forums and more, all of which
exist today outside of restrictive education-
al structures.

Great improvements and new possi-
bilities for future education already exist.
Finland, for example, implemented a new na-
tional curriculum in 2016 that moved away
from test scores to emphasize 21% century
skills such as communication, collaboration,
creativity, international understanding and
the integration of modern technology into
learning.

Students work cooperatively alongside
their teachers through an interdisciplinary
approach, to develop projects about topics
and situations that impact their own lives, in-
stead of passively receiving knowledge from
the teacher. This supports imagination, envi-
sioning, creativity, and the wonderful pos-
sibilities of finally liberating every human
being’s real potential to contribute to soci-
ety. The 21* century is a world of continual,
rapid change. Instead of acquiring a skill-set
for life, education must be designed for con-
stantly improving, reinventing, and increas-
ing one’s skills. As the costs of information
drop, so do the barriers to accessing educa-
tion. In a healthy system, this should open
education to all.

Instead, capitalism attempts the impossi-

ble, the monopolizing of information, precise-
ly at the very moment when our capacity for
collective learning is greater than ever before.
Historically, information has been “owned”
and monopolized by universities, publishers,
libraries, and corporations. Humanity’s ability
to use the knowledge that it creates is limited
by fettering it as a commodity.

Capitalism still needs a highly-skilled
sector of scientists, engineers and techies, but
this stratum is increasingly smaller than what
was required in the industrial era fifty years
ago. These experts will be mainly drawn from
those who can afford to pay the high costs of
education that is increasingly being privatized.
Redesigning education becomes a question
of who has access to knowledge and infor-
mation, who decides this, at what price, for
what purpose.

RULING CLASS STRATEGY TODAY

Enter Donald Trump’s Secretary of
Education, multi-billionaire Betsy DeVos,
who openly advocates removing public ed-
ucation from public control. Trump’s educa-
tion budget makes some $10 billion in cuts
to public education, while diverting a billion
more to vouchers. Fraudulent for-profit col-
leges, like the University of Phoenix or Trump
University, show where this is headed.

Arizona has already passed the first
universal voucher law that gives families
pre-loaded debit cards to use for a la carte ed-
ucation, especially for private schools, thereby
funding individuals, not entire classes of peo-
ple. This historic change vividly demonstrates
how our corporate-controlled government is
abandoning its responsibilities to the public.

Today, new voucher programs exist in
17 states, where “tax credit scholarship pro-
grams” legalize a pass-through of tax credits
to private schools. Massachusetts is attempt-
ing to legalize “Innovation Partnership Zones,”
where state-appointed private boards over-
see school districts, with at least one school
in the lowest achievement level. Schools in
these zones do not receive more money, but
are forced to partner with “entrepreneurs” and
divert funds to them.

These measures are touted as 215 century
innovation for “individualized learning.” In
reality, the capitalist class is reconstructing
public education along the lines of privatized

health care: public finance for private provid-
ers for “atomized,” individual consumers.

Computer-learning corporations are rush-
ing into this market with a wide variety of ed-
ucation-technology programs and systems that
supposedly help each individual. Rich parents
will of course purchase super, artificial intelli-
gence programs, supported by specialized tu-
tors. Poor students, who fail algebra will be
placed in “solitary confinement,” with a com-
puter that refuses to allow them to move for-
ward unless they pass standards established
by corporations. At least for the time being,
public education that is offered through com-
munity colleges continues to expand online
courses, even with a poor success rate.

How revealing is it that the U.S. Army
can tout the slogan, “Be All that You Can Be!”
while public education devolves into “test
all those you can test.” Public education be-
comes “schooling,” to indoctrinate students
to uncritically accept a fascistic, militarized
police presence in the schools. Military re-
cruiters prey on students, who confront life-
long student debt.

Capitalism proclaims that education
guarantees a job and a ticket out of poverty.
Yet the system must continue to install auto-
mation — laborless production without human
beings — to reduce labor costs. This means
the end of jobs. It is not a choice for soci-
ety. It is an objective process rooted in the
tools we use.

Capitalism organizes the work that the
planet needs in one narrow way — as “jobs.”
Capitalism ignores any and every problem
if it cannot profit from it. A society with ro-
bots doesn’t need “jobs,” even though there
is plenty of work that must be done. Any ten
people can make a list of real social needs, but
corporations cannot and will not organize this
necessary work as “jobs” Since the ruling cap-
italist class dictates what work society does,
there is no way forward, without de-linking
work from jobs and from the wage system.

Robots are demanding a society where
humans stop doing routine, low-paying work
and unleash their wonderful potential instead!
Knowledge can no longer function as a com-
modity to be bought and sold, yet capitalism
still holds onto knowledge as private property.
Public education as the way out of poverty is

Continues on page 6



Unity of Our Class: Indispensable Step for i

Political Report

Something new is arising and growing
by the day in America. Based in the objective
development of new technologies at the core
of the productive process, which for the first
time makes human labor superfluous, a new
class of workers is emerging. This new class
consists of employed and unemployed sectors.
The part-time, contingent, minimum wage,
and below minimum wage workers within
the employed sector are now 40 percent of the
workforce. This employed sector of the class
is constantly drawn into the growing unem-
ployed sector that ranges from the structur-
ally unemployed to the absolutely destitute,
homeless workers.

The new class appears simply as a con-
glomeration of people defined by their pov-
erty. But it is not a new class of poor or a
new class of the new poor. Their poverty is a
consequence of their economic position, not
the cause of it. We refer to these workers as
a new part of the working class; a new class
of workers created by the qualitatively new
means of production that eliminate the need
for human labor. Necessarily, the struggle to-
day is expressed in terms of the polarization of
wealth and poverty or rich and poor.

This new class of workers is growing in
every section of society, across all boundar-
ies of color or nationality, in every city, sub-
urb, and rural area in the country, in every
age group and gender. The hitherto unknown
breadth of equality of poverty reveals an ob-
jective unity that cuts across the divisions
created by the ruling class. The question of
the subjective development of class unity is
paramount.

The real division in society is between
a propertied ruling class and a propertyless
working class. The increasing polarization of
wealth and poverty is an expression of that.
In 2012, for the first time since the Great
Depression, over half of all income went to
the top ten per cent. Today there are 540 bil-
lionaires in the U.S. alone. Globally, the eight
richest billionaires possess as much wealth
as the bottom 3.6 billion of the earth’s pop-
ulation. The ruling class is absolutely deter-
mined to maintain and protect their property
at all costs.

With the advances in new technologies,
people are sensing that we are on the edge
of not just a quantitative, but an exponential
leap to new possibilities. Under capitalist pri-
vate property relations, these new technolo-
gies mean only misery and suffering for the
working class. Released from these bonds,
these technologies can become the founda-
tion for a new society, where human happi-
ness and a commitment to the betterment of
all is finally possible.

Achieving that vision requires under-
standing, consciousness, and strategy. The
first step is that the American people have to
be won over to the reality that private proper-
ty can be brought to an end. It is only through
widespread propaganda that revolutionaries

can get this over. We must show that a coop-
erative society is not only possible, but is the
only practical solution to the problems the
workers face.

Robotics makes it impossible for the new
class to coexist with private property. The new
class is increasingly outside of the economy,
and therefore exists in antagonism to the wag-
es system. Robotics has made reform of the
capitalist system impossible. The only way
for the new class to prevent itself from be-
ing crushed is to make the gigantic means of
production public property. The program of
the new class is therefore objectively commu-
nist, in the true sense of the word. Owning no
property, without employment or resources, it
cannot move in the direction of securing indi-
vidual property. Its objective demand makes
economic sense: each for all and all for each,
from each according to ability, to each ac-
cording to need.

An epoch of social revolution is being
unleashed. If united and conscious of its his-
toric mission, the new class has the potential
to lead society to a new cooperative society,
organized in its own interests and in the in-
terest of all of humanity.

IDEOLOGICAL BLOCKS ATTEMPT
TO PREVENT CLASS UNITY

The ruling class, regardless of color, por-
trays itself as superior because of its culture,
presenting itself as orderly, self-reliant, reli-
giously moral, and law-abiding. The emerg-
ing new class, regardless of color, is portrayed
by the ruling class as inferior, because of its
culture. Those who make up the new class
are presented as violent, criminal, dependent,
and unwilling to help themselves no mat-
ter how much help society gives them. Of
course, these are ideas created by the ruling
class, but these ideas filter down amongst the
workers. Within this context, the ruling class
continues to divisively use color as a racial
designation.

Today the material basis for color rac-
ism is being taken away. Bribery has long
been the material undergirding for an ideol-
ogy of white supremacy, utilized to divide
the working class in America. Every step the
ruling class takes, to take more and more of
the wealth of society for its own private prop-
erty, undercuts the bribery that made white
supremacy viable, and lays the basis for over-
coming the deep divisions that have prevailed
throughout American history. With the taking
away of the bribe, combined with the breadth
of the equality of poverty across color lines,
the ruling class is promulgating a new form of
racism, which is directed against the new class
on the basis of its economic condition and so-
cial status. While it has precedent in American
history, it is also new. It is racism in the new
epoch of electronics. It is an ideology of class
supremacy, and class inferiority.

In the past period of industrial devel-
opment, it was not possible for the work-
ers to unite as a class. Racism, backed up
by the social privileges granted white work-
ers over Black workers, kept people divided.
But the privileges granted to white workers

were not because the ruling class cared for
them. The ruling class used bribery, a polit-
ical tactic designed to prevent unity of the
class, made possible by an expanding capi-
talist system that was based upon imperial-
ist conquest.

Today a growing section of the white
workers has been abandoned and betrayed.
Their deteriorating economic position is
forcing them to seek unity. Revolutionaries
must seek out the socially conscious workers
among them. They are open to propaganda.
If politically educated, they are able to reach,
unite with, and play a critical role in politiciz-
ing the larger mass of workers, who are be-
coming more impoverished daily, and who
no longer remain an objective material base
of political support for the ruling class. For
the first time in American history, large sec-
tions of workers are becoming economical-
ly equal. This hitherto unknown breadth of
equality of poverty is creating the basis for
real class unity. This is the historic role and
possibility of the new class.

The impulse towards unity among the
new class of workers reflects a striving to-
wards unity that arises out of their common
interests, rooted in the fight for the basic ne-
cessities. Their common condition is under-
mining all of the old ideologies that have been
used to divide the class. These fighters need
an understanding of the significance of their
fight and a vision of what is possible, to avoid
falling victim to the ideology of a ruling class
they are fighting. They need a strategy that re-
flects the new situation — a strategy that pro-
tects them from falling prey to simply fighting
the tactics of the enemy.

In a very real sense, the movement of the
new class today is a freedom movement to ac-
quire the very necessities of life. It’s a move-
ment to be free from the misery of poverty.
It is a movement to be free of exploitation
and oppression. How can this revolutionary
movement move forward? How can it ad-
vance? Class unity is indispensable. There is
already objective unity — the equality of pov-
erty. The next step is the conscious unity of
the new class of workers, united around the
commonality of its interests in the fight for a
common solution.

The answer to the plight of these work-
ers cannot be found in the confines of a social
and economic system that is being destroyed.
The only solution is to reorganize society on a
new basis, in the fundamental interest of the
new class and in the interest of all humanity.
Distribution not with money, but according
to need and contribution. Only then will we
finally be free.

Consciousness lags behind the objective
changes we are observing. Therefore, the in-
tellectual grasp of class unity, the subjective
side, must be fought for. Recognition of the
necessity for that kind of unity is a result of
consciousness. Having no meaningful rela-
tionship to the economy, the new class is ob-
jectively untethered to the ruling class. This
combined with the equality of poverty that
is the objective basis for its unity, is the real-
ity revolutionaries must rely upon.

The actual program of this class is to
abolish private property and this commu-
nist program is in the interest of all soci-
ety. The ruling class has to contain and destroy
that fight. Today, fighting for the basic neces-
sities of the class is the fight against fascism.
Under the current conditions, both rulers and
workers must turn to the government to meet
their respective needs, yet the needs of the two
classes are in direct antagonism to one an-
other. Because of this, the question of which
class the government will serve is at the cut-
ting edge of the struggle. This means focus-
ing on fighting for the immediate demands
of the workers, insisting that the government
provide for their basic needs and using that
fight to disseminate the necessity of class uni-
ty, a vision of the new society and a strategy
to achieve that vision.

BREAKING THE TIES THAT BIND

The motion around the 2016 presidential
election and the social unrest that followed are
clear manifestations of a nation in the midst of
growing political polarization. According to a
report from Business Insider, dated December
1, 2016, “Mainstream media painted Trump’s
election victory as a ‘white working class re-
volt’. The real story is that voters who fled
the Democrats in the Rust Belt were twice
as likely either to vote for a third party, or to
stay at home, rather than to embrace Trump.
Compared with 2012, three times as many
voters in the Rust Belt, who made under
$100,000 voted for third parties. Twice as
many voted for alternative or write-in candi-
dates. Similarly, compared with 2012, some
500,000 more voters chose to sit out this presi-
dential election. If there was a Rust Belt revolt
this year, it was the voters’ flight from both
parties. In short, the story of a “white working-
class revolt” in the Rust Belt just doesn’t hold
up, according to the numbers. In the Rust Belt,
Democrats lost 1.35 million voters. Trump
picked up less than half, at 590,000. The rest
stayed home or voted for someone other than
the major party candidates.”

Revolutionaries gravely err labeling all
Trump voters as racists or fascists. They are
not a monolithic group of people. Certainly,
there are some who are anti-immigrant and rac-
ist. There are others who simply feel they have
been abandoned by their government. They
are desperate. Their needs have not been ad-
dressed by the Democrats or the Republicans.
Trump appealed to these anti-establishment
sentiments. These workers are already begin-
ning to discover that the Trump administra-
tion cannot deliver the jobs, better healthcare,
or the better life that were promised during
the campaign. Even if some manufacturing
jobs are brought back, they will have to uti-
lize robotics and thus provide nowhere near
the jobs needed.

For example, additive manufacturing, or
3D printing is one of the industries that is
growing in the Rust Belt. Economist Michael
Spence, in a 2014 Project Syndicate article,
“Labor’s Digital Replacement,” wrote about
additive manufacturing saying, “Now comes
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a...powerful, wave of digital technology that
is replacing labor in increasingly complex
tasks. This process of labor substitution and
disintermediation has been underway for
some time in service sectors — think of ATMs,
online banking, enterprise resource planning,
customer relationship management, mobile
payment systems, and much more. This revo-
lution is spreading to the production of goods,
where robots and 3D printing are displacing
labor.” Now you can 3D print a house in 24
hours.

The new advances in technology and the
progression of the introduction of electronics
continues to hit the more stably employed
sector of society. This formerly bribed sec-
tor of the industrial working class, along with
a section of the intelligentsia, has historical-
ly bound the mass to the capitalist class. The
destruction of this economic middle section
of the working class is of the greatest politi-
cal importance, as it means the beginnings of
the separation of the workers from the ene-
my class and is opening the way for the ever
increasing possibilities for visionary propa-
ganda. Trump’s electoral victory shows the
dangers of revolutionaries ignoring this sec-
tion of the working class.

Revolutionaries focus on the ruling
class’s weak point, and take advantage to
make a breakthrough. It is here that we find
the recently dispossessed section of the new
class, which is educated, socially conscious
and used to organization. Without new ideas
and a vision of the future this section can be
turned against the revolution.

A direct consequence of the increasing
economic polarization is social and political
polarization. The workers are growing disil-
lusioned with government and its institutions.
They are questioning why so many are poor,
or living from paycheck to paycheck in the
richest country in the world. The workers are
beginning to demand the government solve
society’s ills.

Consciousness develops in stages. An
event occurs that sparks a flash of conscious-
ness in people’s thinking. For instance, the
real estate financial crisis of 2008 became
a flashpoint in the thinking of the American
people. Millions of workers lost faith in the
government. They questioned how could it
be that while millions of workers were los-
ing their jobs and millions more were being
dispossessed of their homes due to foreclo-
sures, the Obama administration was bail-
ing out the banks and the auto industry? This
was a quantitative point in the development
of people’s thinking and a particular time
to introduce a new quality, such as the need
for a totally new society where humanity’s
needs come before the profits of a hand full
of capitalists.

During the election of 2016 both Sanders
and Trump addressed the American people’s
fear over their economic conditions, as well
as their sentiment against what they saw as
the billionaire elites and the political parties
that represented them. As an outcome, Trump
won with only 20 percent of the eligible vot-
ers. Ninety million registered voters decided

to stay home and not vote for either candi-
date. A Gallop poll in September 2016, just
prior to the general election revealed that
57 percent of Americans believe that a ma-
jor third party was needed, up from 46 per-
cent in 2012. Additionally, more than one in
four Americans believe that the government
is the enemy of its citizens, and a full 75 per-
cent of all registered voters acknowledge that
the government is essentially run by a few
big interests, and is not representative of the
people.

The growing motion toward a third party
is part of the splitting, wrecking and destruc-
tion of ruling class institutions of the past pe-
riod. It is the social and political reflection of
the increasing economic polarization created
by the new electronically automated means
of production. It is part of the battle to reor-
ganize society on a new foundation, based on
the new means of production. As the workers
are thrown out of the production process and
the capitalist economy, the subjective ties to
the old are beginning to fray and break. The
development of a third party, even one cre-
ated by the ruling class, is an indispensable
stage in the revolutionary process. It will ac-
celerate the political polarization and political
formation of the new class.

SOCIAL MOVEMENT RAISES
DEMANDS OF THE NEW CLASS

A broad social motion is arising in re-
sponse to the worsening conditions. Within
this motion, the demands of the new class
are increasingly coming to the fore, as the
destructive consequences of the ongoing in-
troduction of the qualitatively new means of
production entangles these demands with the
interests of the broader society.

Since the election of Donald Trump mil-
lions have protested. On the day of his elec-
tion and the days that followed,
thousands of students walked out of
schools across the country, declaring,

“Not my president!” On January 21, the
day after Trump’s inauguration, more than
three million marched and protested in
676 towns and cities across the U.S. This
Women’s March had 500,000 in Washington,
DC, 750,000 in Los Angeles and 300,000 in
Chicago.

A woman marcher in Washington, DC
from Detroit said, “This was not a Women’s
March, but a march led by women that took
up working class demands. This is the first
march I’ve seen, not totally socially conscious,
but the first with such social and political ac-
tivity. The people in the march were reaching
for a vision of a new America, with love and
respect for mother Earth. They heard some-
thing in Trump that they didn’t like. They felt
something was wrong. They got this feeling
that this is not the direction they want to go
and they came.”

The response of the workers to the ruling
class offensive against them is spreading, as
they lose their hopes and dreams that come
with losing a decent paying job, a house to
call home, or their health care. They are al-
ready beginning to fight for the basic necessi-
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ties of life, and to come together with others
in that same fight, regardless of what specific
issue it might be.

From the fights against police murders, to
Moral Monday, to the water battles in Flint,
Detroit and Standing Rock, to the immigrant
rights marches, the workers are beginning to
understand that simply fighting back is no lon-
ger enough. They are beginning to put forward
programs in their interests. Written posters
carried in every protest across America re-
gardless of issue are the basic demands of the
class: Health care for all, quality education,
protection of Mother Earth, no to police kill-
ings, and no to separation of families. Their
natural impulse to unity has brought them to
town hall meetings to speak in the interests
of those who would be thrown off of health
insurance, to airports to speak out against the
travel ban, to march against “The Wall” and
the growing number of deportations around
the country, to march for science and truth,
and in defense of the environment.

As we go forward we must never forget
our class enemy. The ruling class is united on
their program — what they must do. Their only
option to save private property is consolidate
a fascist State to protect private property. They
engage in fierce and sometimes dangerous
battles over how that program is to be carried
out. They use the two parties to disseminate
their views, as well as a myriad of non-prof-
its and think tanks, in an attempt to bring the
working class behind them.

The capitalist class cannot cover the sun
with one finger -- it cannot hide the reality that
electronic production is making the workers
superfluous, creating a new class of workers
outside of the capitalist relations. The fight
for survival, the fight for basic necessities of
life can defeat any lies and tricks of the ruling
class. Revolutionaries rely on the objectivity
of that fight to introduce new ideas.

Many of the marches, protests and speak-
ing out are being organized by the Democratic

Party, which seeks to channel the discontent
into anti-Trump strategies, to corral it into
the Democratic Party. It is also true that these
protests might appear to be issue oriented or
identity based, but under the new conditions
the struggles take a new meaning. It’s a class
attempting to break away ideologically from
the capitalists.

For centuries the workers have been told
that they have different interests, based on
their color, gender, age and where they came
from, as a way of preventing them from unit-
ing as a class. While some workers are being
moved by the rulers toward a more fascistic
outlook, a growing number within the class
are moving toward a more class-based posi-
tion. The ruling class moves to suppress this
embryonic class awareness wherever it ap-
pears. Revolutionaries have to grab hold of
and develop these seeds of class awareness,
no matter how contradictory and embryon-
ic they are.

Class consciousness is key to winning
the fight for a new society. But it won’t hap-
pen unless revolutionaries take advantage of
every flash of consciousness in the thinking
of the workers, to ensure they grasp the ideas
of a new society based on the qualitatively
new means of production. Now is the time
for revolutionaries to go on the offensive with
propaganda about the vision of the new soci-
ety that is possible.

We will find ourselves pulled in many di-
rections. However, our primary responsibility
as revolutionaries remains the same. That is,
to teach from inside the movement — to raise
both the intellectual understanding and the in-
dependent political development of our class,
by influencing those practical revolutionaries
who are emerging to the forefront of the so-
cial struggle.

Political Report of the Central Body,
August 2017

a reality.

you to carry out this urgent work.

Rally, Comrades!
PO. Box 477113
Chicago, IL 60647

The Fight for
Strategic Clarity

Rally, Comrades! offers a vision of the new cooperative society that is
possible today, and illuminates the way forward to make this new society

We receive no donations from the corporations, foundations or govern-
ment. We rely completely on volunteers and donations from readers like

Use Rally, Comrades! in your discussion groups, meetings and events.
Share with your friends and family. Pass the hat, make a pitch, sell a sub-
scription. Spread the message of a new world in birth.

Please give as generously as possible to:

Or donate online at http://rallycomrades.Irna.org/subscribe




Denied a Future...

(Continued from page 1)

ting worse over time.”

While most food-insecure children aren’t
pushed into sex work, many take on the re-
sponsibility to help their families with food.
They will eat at friends’ and relatives’ hous-
es and save school lunches for their siblings,
or to eat only on weekends.

The situation these young people face
lays bare the truth, that capitalism is an im-
moral system, a system that is not only bro-
ken, but rotten to the core, and a system that
becomes more desperate and despicable by
the day. Our situation is getting worse be-
cause capitalism is incompatible with the ris-
ing laborless production.

Capitalism is in a death spiral, and it is
imperative that we gather together to do some-
thing about it, to replace our failing economy
with an economy that provides for all people,
especially our children. The horrors we see
today are nothing compared to what the fu-
ture will hold if we do not get organized to
change the world.

YOUNG WORKERS - A KEY
SECTION OF THE CLASS

What would it look like to remake the
world in a way, where Maria Fernandes would
not be not worked to death?

Young people, full of energy and ideal-
ism, are often at the heart of social change.
Youth played leading and decisive roles in
the Civil Rights, women’s rights, and antiwar
movements of the 1960s and 1970s. Youth
stepped up again leading the Arab Spring,
Occupy Wall Street, Black Lives Matter,
and NoDAPL movements. Even during the
American Revolution, George Washington
recounted in his diary that half his army was
15 years old. Indeed, the youth have always
been at the front lines of social revolution,
untethered to the past and full of imagina-
tion and energy to make the future into what
it ought to be.

Just look at Maria Fernandes and her
boundless energy, working extraordinary
hours to make a living for herself and pro-
vide for her loved ones. We need to reclaim

what we can from the capitalist system be-
fore it takes more lives, and put our energy
into building a future that will let us live our
lives free of exploitation and hunger. Labor-
replacing technology is already creating mate-
rial abundance. There is already enough food
to eliminate hunger now, and enough homes
to end homelessness now.

For young people there are no “good ole’
days” to fight back to, only a new world to
fight for. Youthful imagination can envision
the possibilities for a future that unleashes
our world’s abundance to provide for every-
one, and to forge a path to achieving that fu-
ture. This will not happen automatically. We
see some young workers being pulled toward
fascist solutions and a fascist vision of the fu-
ture. The key role of revolutionaries today is
to introduce the new ideas that can move mil-
lions to make the vision of a peaceful and co-
operative society a reality.

Young workers, abandoned by late-stage
capitalism, but eager to secure a future for
themselves and society as a whole, are in-
creasingly open to ideas of socialism and com-
munism. Today, with capitalism in full naked
decline, communism isn’t just a “good idea,’
but communism — the basic concept that the
goods and wealth produced by a society are
used to meet the needs of all its people — is
absolutely needed for survival.

We can remake our economy, where the
labor-replacing technology is used to meet ev-
eryone’s needs. The production of everything
we need to live healthy, happy lives can be
owned publicly for the common good, rath-
er than by the corporations. We can develop
technologies to undo the damage we have
done to our planet, restoring our ecosystems
for future generations.

We have an entire world to win. We need
to join together and organize for the political
power to turn our vision into reality. Let us
fight for a world where Maria Fernandes could
still be with us, a world where she could pour
her boundless energy into her loved ones and
community.
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‘First Do No Harnv’

From the Editors

Health care in America is a matter of life and death. It is a fundamental necessity
of life itself. Without it your very life is in jeopardy.

That is why the vast majority of the American people — the working class — view
the current debacle over health care in Washington with a great sense of urgency. With
every passing day that the ruling elite bog themselves down in a debate that goes no-
where, a debate that provides no solution, the American people find themselves be-
ing put in harm’s way.

The truth is that we don’t really have a health care system in this country. We have
a health insurance system that is firmly in the control of corporate capital, whose pri-
mary motivation is the increase of profitability. Particularly for the health industry
corporations, the insurance companies, the pharmaceutical and private medical facil-
ity corporations, the measure of health is the health of their bottom line, their profit
margin. That puts the health insurance industry in direct opposition with what is sup-
posed to be the primary mission for all of those engaged in caring for the health of all
of us: First do no harm!

What lies beneath all of the current efforts to deny accessibility to millions more,
is the unstated understanding that the ruling class has no intention to provide health
care to a growing section of the population that it no longer needs.

For some time now, since electronic laborless production was introduced into the
economy, millions have come to find themselves permanently outside the workforce,
and for millions more the only employment available is low-wage, contingent, and
part-time work. Following in the path of the systematic destruction of the economy
is the decline and destruction of health care itself. It is this new class of workers, cre-
ated by electronics that are necessarily in the forefront in the battle for the necessities
of life. Health care is a central battle zone in this overall fight.

It really comes down to: in whose interests does the government operate, in the
interests of the corporations, or in the interests of working people? The corporations
have already merged with government to direct the economy and society in their own
private interests. If the ruling class has its way, millions more will be denied health
care, in the name of the profitability of a privatized health insurance system. A mas-
sive transfer of wealth from the working class to the ruling class will be passed on, in
the form of tax cuts to the wealthy and the corporations.

Opposed to this are the interests of a working class. For them, “health care is a
right.” It is the only possible solution, a material reality for every person. It means a
national health care system that guarantees quality health care from the cradle to the
grave, for everyone regardless of economic status.

Single payer is an important step in the fight to nationalize health care in the in-
terests of working people, but it can only be seen as a part of the solution the times
require. The solution is to make private property public property. There is no room
for private, for-profit corporations in a health care system that serves the best inter-
ests of the people.

The working class of this country, led by a new class that is being excluded from
health care and the other necessities of life, is on course to fight forward to a solution
that is in their best interests.

To your health.

Public Education. e o (Continued from page 3)

part of the myth of the American Dream. And
of course, in the US, the issues of nationality,
class and color are used to justify restricting
public education even more.

THE FIGHT FOR THE FUTURE

Technology is increasingly making capi-
talism unworkable. People are already open-
ly challenging the fascist offensive in public
education. Opposition to the criminalization
of the youth of the new class, regardless of
color, whether documented or undocumented,
and to the growing School-to-Prison Pipeline,
is the demand to eliminate the militarization
of education and the police.

The demand to abolish student debt chal-
lenges the corporate presence in what should

be a public institution. The growing opposi-
tion to vouchers strengthens the demand that
schools are truly a public good. Fighting for
a curriculum that strengthens collective hu-
manistic learning and a real history of our
peoples is likewise the fight for the public to
control its own education and its own future.

None of these steps can be established as
long as corporations have a role in public edu-
cation. This is the historic step that is at hand
— the battle we must go through to get to the
next stage for humanity. The role of revolu-
tionaries is to make clear that private property
has no place in public education. Education is
not for sale, nor is it for profit or investment;
it is not a commodity. It is a public right that
we will establish. There is no other viable way

to guarantee public education than to make it
available and free to everyone.

Today, it is only the government that
has the power to reestablish education in the
public domain. This is not the government
of Donald Trump nor the Democratic Party,
but rather we must ensure a “We the People”
government, by accepting the challenge to
govern in our own name.

Holding government accountable to meet
human needs is a necessary step, one that can-
not be achieved piece-meal, school-by-school
or even state-by-state. Forcing government
to ensure the interests of people, instead of
corporations requires a national movement
to take over corporate property and make it
public. Revolutionaries participate in this bat-

tle for 21% century education to guarantee that
the new class attains the political power to di-
rect society’s resources in the interest of hu-
manity and the planet.

The fight for education and the basic ne-
cessities of life is the fight against the polit-
ical and economic programs of fascism. If
education, housing, food, health care, clean
water and work itself remain commodities to
be bought and sold, then corporations will dis-
possess humanity of them all. Once the new
revolutionary class understands its strength, it
will lead this political fight for a healthy and
sustainable future for all.



