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New Year Calls for New Thinking

January was named for Janus, the
Roman god who always turned one of
his faces toward the past and the other
one toward the future. We should ap-
proach the new year like that, but not let
ruling class propaganda about the past
cloud our vision of the future. That fu-
ture is a society without capitalism, which
will inevitably result from the destruc-
tion of the capitalist system that is already
underway. Still, the question is whether
the future post-capitalist society will be
something won by the revolutionary new
class suffering at the bottom of the cur-
rent society, or whether it will be a new
form of fascism, imposed by the ruling
class to preserve its private property.

A stark example of the opposed inter-
ests of these two classes was the very dif-
ferent Thanksgiving they had as 2020 was
ending. Investors pushed stock index-
es to all-time highs right after the elec-
tion, in recognition that there was little
chance the new government would start
putting the workers” needs ahead of
theirs. As Michael Arone of State Street
Global Advisors explained to The New
York Times the day before Thanksgiving,
“You have a Biden administration likely
governed by a split Congress and a con-
servative Supreme Court, so it eliminates
some of the most extreme policies either
on the right or left. So markets are cele-
brating that.”

But fourteen million Americans receiv-
ing federal emergency unemployment
relief spent their holiday not knowing
if the government would act to extend
the December 31 expiration deadline.
About nine million received Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, covering self-
employed workers and others ineligible
for regular state benefits. Also 4.5 million
were relying on the Pandemic Emergency
Unemployment Compensation program,
which added 13 weeks of benefits to the
26 weeks available in most states.

Federal rules preventing evictions and
defaults for non-payment of mortgages or
student loans were also set to expire, mak-
ing it hard for many families to feel thank-
ful about their government. We shouldn’t
forget what they went through, no mat-
ter which half-steps were later adopted.

Society’s economic transformation
from old electro-mechanical technology
to today’s digitally-controlled factories
requiring little or no human labor will
continue in 2021. Though this could cre-
ate environmentally sustainable econom-
ic abundance for all, the ruling class only
uses technology to produce profits at the
expense of the workers. Dispossessed of
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secure jobs and incomes by electronic pro-
duction, they are becoming part of a new
class of the marginally employed, the per-
manently unemployed, and the absolute-
ly destitute homeless. The result is that
the capitalist system’s future is to break
down, becoming inoperable as millions
are forced outside of the market.

FASCISM UNDER NEW
CONDITIONS

The ruling class’s response to the
coronavirus pandemic sped up both the
growth of this new class and the turn to-
wards fascist methods of control. In the
fascism of one hundred years ago in Italy,
the government’s goal was to accelerate
capitalism by putting certain companies
in charge of whole industries. Workers’
rights to fight for better conditions were
restricted, their energy diverted by pro-
paganda calling for them to unite with
the government against supposedly dis-
loyal ethnic groups and communists. But
today’s ruling class merges corporations
with the State because the digital econom-
ic revolution is destroying capitalism, and
they intend to maintain the dominance of
private property over whatever comes
next.

Of course, leaders of the ruling class
are not going to admit that capitalism

cannot continue to function in the era of
electronic technology. But they already
exposed this awareness during the 2008
financial meltdown, when corporations
deemed “too big to fail” were protected
from market competition by the govern-
ment. As Obama’s Federal Reserve chair
Ben Bernanke said in 2010, “Governments
provide support to too-big-to-fail firms
in a crisis not out of favoritism or partic-
ular concern for the management, own-
ers, or creditors of the firm, but because
they recognize that the consequences for
the broader economy of allowing a disor-
derly failure greatly outweigh the costs.”
They are preparing for the inevitability

that technological job displacement will
spread such “disorderly failure” through-
out the capitalist system.

NO WAY TO REVERSE

President-elect Biden has promised
to prioritize job creation, but there is no
way he can reverse the electronic revo-
lution that has raged through the econo-
my during the last several presidencies.
It has especially impoverished millions
in the South and its border area, home to
eight of the ten states with the most un-
paid mortgages and rents: Mississippi,
Louisiana, South Carolina, Tennessee,
Georgia, Arkansas, West Virginia, and
Missouri. With Southern poverty cer-
tain to increase in 2021, the nationwide
struggle over the economics of the new
American fascism will become especially
intense in this region.

Knowing that such struggles are ris-
ing, any American president has to fur-
ther fascist political policies that prepare
the State apparatus for greater repression
against the fights for people’s basic needs.
Those fights really express the struggle of
the new class as a whole, but because so
many in this class are Blacks and immi-
grants, class repression against them is
often accompanied by racist propagan-
da spewed by “hate groups.” That makes
people think the only American fascists
are those who think like Germany’s rac-
ist Nazis.

But fascist economics that protect cor-
porations, and fascist politics to crack
down on the new class, are being im-
posed by the ruling class through “re-
spectable” leaders of both political parties,
not just by the extremists.

We can be sure that in 2021, the rul-
ing class will need Joe Biden to deal with
the “coronavirus recession” by going in
the fascist direction already taken by
Trump and Obama. They are on a colli-
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In the waning days of 2020, Sarah Palin,
a demagogue of the ruling class, came to
Georgia to speak at a rally on behalf of the
two Republican candidates campaigning
for the January 5 runoff election for the
U.S. Senate. “What we need,” she said,
“is not transformation, but restoration.”
On New Year’s Eve, we would all like
to have heaved a big sigh of relief and fi-
nally put 2020 behind us. But as the arti-
cle “New Year Calls for New Thinking”
points out for us, January, named for the
two-faced Roman god Janus, has one face
always turned to the past, and the other

toward the future. That best describes
the choice we have to make as we enter
into the new year of 2021: restoration or
transformation?

Twenty-twenty saw a time of deep cri-
sis, a pandemic that even now is killing us
at the rate of a Pearl Harbor or 9/11 every
day, and an economy in which masses of
people are literally starving, and jobs con-
tinue to disappear.

Twenty-twenty was also a year of re-
bellion, as millions rose to protest the
systemic police violence and killings of
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud
Arbery, and many more. Yet, in spite of
the massive uprisings, the police state has
not abated its stance to control by force a
restive new class of workers, being cast
aside as worthless and having no choice
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but to fight for their survival.

Now another name is added to the
growing list: in December, 23-year-old
Casey Goodson, Jr. was gunned down
by a police officer in Columbus, Ohio.
The officer said he thought he saw a gun
and shot Goodson to death. There were
no witnesses, no body cams, no videos.
According to Goodson’s family, Casey
was actually carrying a Subway sandwich
and was shot as he entered his own home.
“He was shot through the metal screen
door, and he fell and died in his kitchen,”
said the family.

The battle is joined. The powers of the
State and its ruling class will stop at noth-
ing to protect, maintain, and “restore” a
dying capitalism, that is in the process of
its own destruction. For a desperate new
class of workers, who face only hunger,
deepening poverty, eviction from their
homes, and shrinking means to obtain
even the most basic necessities of life, the
only real option is to go forward to a so-
ciety transformed, in which the abun-
dance of life is distributed to all who are
in need.

As the article “Police Terror, Rebellion
and Revolution” says, “Today, our soci-
ety is fighting out an economic revolution

— the clash between the labor-replacing
power of digital technology and a society
organized around the buying and selling
of labor power. Society needs to trans-
form, and reorganize around its capac-
ity to produce without exploitation, and
to ensure a healthy and productive life
for all.”

As we celebrate Black History Month
this February, the article “American

History and the Liberation of Us All”
shows how, just as an abolitionist move-
ment arose to abolish slavery, now today a
new class arising in opposition to its exist-
ing conditions is also an abolitionist class.
Organizer and educator Marianne Kaba
stated: “For me, capitalism has to go. It has
to be abolished. So we're doing work ev-
ery single day to set the conditions for that
possible vision of a world without prisons,
policing, and surveillance.”

“Sweet Home Chicago” unveils the in-
sidious practice of “gentrification,” used
both in Chicago and throughout America,
which directly links this practice to the
exponential growth of potentially mil-
lions of homeless people. Even the shoot-
ing death of Breonna Taylor in Louisville,
Kentucky, was part of a police operation
to clear out a block that was to be part of
a major gentrification makeover.

“The Road to a New America Runs
Through the South” shows how the South
has long been a key to ruling class polit-
ical control of Southern workers and all
workers throughout America. “The full
weight of the knee of American capital-
ism has always been pressed on the neck
of working and poor Southerners.” The
recent elections in Georgia show how the
American working class can win when
it understands the strategic role of the
South, which has the potential to unleash
revolutionary transformation.

“From the Editors” affirms that histo-
ry is on our side. “Once the human mind
and spirit are set free of the constraints
of an outdated system, we can then work
together to achieve goals that reach for
the limits of human imagination.” RG

troops [to return to attack]

Kimberly King, John Slaughter
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Sweet Home

Chicago?

Lincoln Park is a wealthy neighbor-
hood in Chicago.It borders Lake Michigan
and has become an extension of the Gold
Coast. Looking around at the greystone
mansions and tree-lined streets, it’s hard
to believe that this was once one of the
poorest neighborhoods in the city, a ref-
uge for Puerto Rican immigrants. Signs
of the bloody fight that went down from
the 1960s to the 1980s as residents fought
to hold unto their roots is now only a
memory to those who were forced to
scatter into other poor neighborhoods
like Humboldt Park. Today, more than
50 years later, the largely Puerto Rican
neighborhood of Humboldt Park once
again faces the same forces that expelled
them from Lincoln Park.

This practice of building more afflu-
ent neighborhoods on the ashes of poor
working-class communities continues
across the country today, even during
a pandemic. Besides tearing apart com-
munities, another result of this process is
ever raising rents. RentCafé, the online
rental listing service, estimates the av-
erage monthly rent in Chicago at about
$2,000. Given the rise of “official” unem-
ployment in Chicago to over 10.6 percent
in September and the permanent loss of
thousands of jobs, Chicagoans will soon
face evictions in record numbers.

U.S. EVICTION CRISIS

The Aspen Institute estimates that
30-40 million people are at risk of being
evicted when the COVID-19 eviction
moratorium is lifted, allowing landlords,
courts, and law enforcement to rev up
the eviction machine once more. Before
the pandemic, this eviction machine up-
rooted families from their homes at an in-
credible rate. In 2019, more than 23,000
evictions were filed in Chicago. Across
the U. S., seven evictions were filed ev-
ery minute, and three households were
actually evicted!

Even with the eviction moratorium,
renters are still being pushed out with
lockouts, notices on doors, and legal ma-
nipulations. And those being pushed out
have nowhere to turn. “Due to chronic
underfunding by the federal government,
only one in four eligible renters receive
federal financial assistance,” the Aspen
Institute reported in August 2020. “With
the loss of four million affordable housing
units over the last decade, and a shortage
of seven million affordable apartments
available to the lowest-income renters,
many renters entered the pandemic al-
ready facing housing instability and vul-
nerable to eviction.”

Without substantial relief, Americans
will become homeless by the millions, and
shantytowns will become a permanent
feature of our cities and towns. How did

we arrive at this juncture?

HOUSING CRISIS

Manipulating property for profit at the
expense of communities has a long his-
tory. The government works alongside
financial institutions and corporate devel-
opers, and is responsible for impoverish-
ing communities and all of the resultant
social problems. To understand their role,
we need a historical perspective.

Going back to 1944, when cotton
could be planted, harvested, and baled
by machinery, a major population shift
took place in the U.S. The new technol-
ogy combined with Jim Crow laws re-
sulted in a mass migration of African
Americans out of the South and into the
northern cities, where manufacturing
jobs were plentiful. Those making the
journey were allowed to settle in immi-
grant neighborhoods, where a practice of
redlining existed.

Redlining meant that people of col-
or were denied access to loans, which
stopped them from buying or repairing
homes in their neighborhoods. Wikipedia
describes it well, “As a result, there was a
very low rate at which people...were able
to own their homes, opening the door for
slum landlords (who could get approved
for low interest loans in those communi-
ties) to take over and do as they saw fit.”

Redlining helped create segregation
of communities by wealth, race, or na-
tionality, inequality of essential services,
food deserts, and a political and social
isolation that still exists in American cit-
ies throughout the nation.

In 1949, the Urban Renewal Act was
passed to clear large areas of “slum”
housing to make way for modern de-
velopments, becoming known as the
‘Negro removal Act.” “The cleared land
was sold to private developers for use in
new developments designed to extend
the central business district or to attract
middle-income residents... the former
residents of the area were relocated out-
side the renewal district,” wrote Mindy
Thompson Fullilove, MD in her 2001 book
“Root Shock.”

Today we call the process of driving
people out of their homes and replac-
ing their neighborhood with more afflu-
ent people gentrification. In Chicago, we
see this happening in one after another of
the inner city neighborhoods. The whole
process is planned and orchestrated by
government officials, financial agencies,
and property developers. Plans to revi-
talize a neighborhood begin to take shape
and be publicly discussed using rheto-
ric that promises investment in blight-
ed neighborhoods and job creation. One
current example taking shape in Chicago
is Mayor Lori Lightfoot’s “Invest South/

From the Editors

The new year begins with reflec-
tions on the hard lessons of 2020.
Countries such as China, South Korea,
Taiwan, New Zealand, and Vietnam,
which all-but-eliminated the threat of
COVID-19, imposed rigorous nation-
allockdowns and ensured testing and
contact-tracing strategies. They paid
a price upfront and began a return to
normal within weeks.

By comparison, the United States
ended the year with a race between
a vaccine rollout and the progress of
a disease that’s reached more than
22,000,000 Americans, spreading at
more than 200,000 new cases a day,
with over 375,000 Americans dead.
Compare that number to the 4,634
who’ve died in China, or the 659 in
South Korea or the 35 in Vietnam, the
25 in New Zealand, and the seven who
died in Taiwan.

What goes a long way toward ex-
plaining the difference is how the
United States government spent our
money. As the independent global
news organization, The Conversation
reports, New Zealand spent one-
fourth of its GDP, the vast majority
supporting workers and their busi-
nesses through the lockdown and al-
most half again as much specifically
focused on seniors and low-income
workers. By comparison, the United
States only spent one-fifth of its GDP,
over half of it going to businesses and
only one-fifth going to workers.

While 40 million Americans contin-

Covid-19 Catastrophe

ue to face eviction, Business Insider re-
ports that America’s ruling class made
$845 billion off the first six months of
the pandemic. The pandemic in the
United States was an exploited oppor-
tunity. Our lives were sacrificed for
the sake of private property.

This is happening because the ba-
sic formula that made capitalism work
has been automated out of existence.
Digital technologies are rapidly replac-
ing human labor, creating a new class
of workers who are being thrown out of
the economic system. Because this new
class can no longer sell its labor in the
marketplace, it can no longer buy from
the market, disrupting and destroying
the buying and selling that makes cap-
italism what it is. The new class has no
stake in the system, and if it were to
become conscious of itself as a class, it
would threaten the future of the pri-
vate property system.

History is on our side. We are the
class being created by new technolo-
gies that beg to be set free of a system
that hobbles what these technologies
can do. With today’s technology, we
can take care of everyone, and we can
redefine human life as a society to fit
our moral standards.

We can recognize human life as in-
herently valuable, far beyond any con-
cept of material wealth. We can remove
any incentive to destroy our planet or
each other and repair the damage
we’ve done to our environment. Once
the human mind and spirit are free of
the constraints of an outdated system,
we can then work together to achieve
goals that reach beyond the limits of
human imagination. RG

West.” Her campaign promise to bring
resources into deprived neighborhoods
turns out to be a way to channel city tax-
es into the working class neighborhoods
of Bronzeville and Pilsen to prepare these
areas for gentrification. In these examples,
“middle class” minorities will often be re-
placing the poorer people of color who
live there now.

Gentrification often takes years,
but it relentlessly presses forward.
Neighborhoods that have begged and
protested for much needed resources sud-
denly find that schools receive funds, and
parks, sidewalks, and streets are beauti-
fied. Starbucks coffee shops appear along-
side new trendy restaurants and different
kinds of shops and services that cater to
the new, more affluent residents moving
into the pricier refurbished and modern-
ized housing. While this takes place, the
old residents struggle to pay higher rents
or are forced to move, when landlords
evict them so they can rehab their build-
ings. The little homeowner is alarmed by
the rising property taxes and must sell be-
fore foreclosure.

The new, more affluent people mov-
ing in get the credit for improving the
neighborhood, while those fighting to
save their homes and their communi-
ty are accused of standing in the way of
progress. The longtime residents are seen
as blight and a danger to the new resi-
dents. Consequently, the police become
more involved with increased surveil-
lance and more arrests. The more inter-
actions people have with police, the more
likely people will get hurt.

Yes, this process is a violent one, and
very aggressive measures can be used to
clear out residents. One example of this
was the recent murder of Breonna Taylor
by the Louisville, Kentucky police. In
a July 2020 article from the Louisville
Courier-Journal, Taylor’s family law-
yers asserted that the no knock-warrant,
which resulted in the shooting death of
Taylor “was the result of a Louisville po-
lice department operation to clear out a
block in western Louisville that was part
of a major gentrification makeover.”

While the police play their role, so do

Continued on page 4



Police Terror, Rebellion and Revolution

An estimated 26 million people took to
the streets in moral and political outrage
at the public lynching of George Floyd
on May 25, 2020, the largest protest in
U.S. history. They were met with terror
by the police, National Guard, Homeland
Security, and white supremacist militia.

A few days after his murder, George
Floyd’s six-year-old daughter, Gianna,
said that her “Daddy changed the
world.”

The broad and sustained rebellion
of people of all colors was a profound
political impulse that rejects police ter-
ror and our rulers’ formula for power.
Revolutionaries can strengthen and deep-
en that rejection. History shines a light on
its revolutionary potential.

LEGACY OF SLAVERY

“Between 1500 and 1800, roughly two
and a half million Europeans moved to
the Americas; they carried 12 million
Africans there by force; and as many as 50
million Native Americans died,” writes
Historian Jill Lepore. Until 1865, approxi-
mately one in eight people in this country
were enslaved as the property of Southern
plantation owners. The history of slavery
and genocide in the U.S. shaped how po-
litical power operates.

Although slavery was abolished after
the Civil War, the plantation owners kept
their land. The 1876 Presidential election
was too close to call. The two ruling po-
litical parties made a compromise. The
Republican Party got the Presidency. The
Democratic Party got the Federal troops
withdrawn from the South, giving the
plantation owners free rein to murder,
terrorize, immobilize, and forcibly exploit
the freed people. Reconstruction, which
was supposed to enforce the rights of the
formerly enslaved people to get an edu-
cation and exercise democracy, was vio-
lently overthrown.

Then came Jim Crow segregation and
rule by legal and extra-legal terror. Raw
cotton from the U.S., now harvested by
formerly enslaved people, resumed its
place on the expanding world market.

In this country, the relationship be-
tween classes in production, the eco-
nomic base, included both capitalism
and slavery. Southern slavery put the
U.S. in a unique and powerful position
on the world market. As Karl Marx noted,

“Direct slavery is just as much the pivot
of bourgeois industry as machinery, cred-
its, etc. Without slavery, you have no cot-
ton; without cotton, you have no modern
industry. It is slavery that has given the
colonies their value; it is the colonies that
have created world trade, and it is world
trade that is the pre-condition of large-
scale industry.”

The political superstructure (the laws,
police, and other organs of force) support-
ed, protected and promoted the economic
base of direct slavery and wage slavery. It
secured U.S. prominence in world trade.

Before the Civil War, slave patrols re-
turned escaped slaves to their masters.
Vigilantes were deputized to kill the
Native peoples. The Federal government
forcibly dispossessed Native people of
their land and developed railroads, mines,
and plantations. That history shapes ev-
ery aspect of power to this day.

Some might argue that the Civil War
ended slavery, so the political superstruc-
ture that protected slavery no longer ex-
ists. Not so. Reconstruction’s overthrow
showed all too well that slavery had not
been excised from the organs of rule
wielded by the U.S. ruling class. Formerly
enslaved people had no political rights
and no choice but to work on the planta-
tions for next to nothing.

Slavery is no longer legal. But its
stamp on how political power is exer-
cised and the destructive effects on all

of society are strong. Political power in
America includes “divide and rule” and
an ideology that accepts inequality. But
it is more than that. The killing of Black
people is historically ingrained in the po-
litical machinery of force and power in
this country. It is part of how power is
held by the ruling class.

REVOLUTIONARY TIMES

The state-supported overthrow of
Reconstruction and the imposition of Jim
Crow set the stage for the denial of civil
rights, the “War on Crime,” the “War on
Drugs,” the new Jim Crow, and count-
less victims of police terror. This power
is also seen in voter suppression, dispro-
portionate COVID deaths, under-fund-
ed schools, outsized homelessness, and
an imperiled democracy and precarious
economic conditions.

No American is safe from police terror
as long as the African American people
are not safe. No one is safe from the pan-
demic as long as the most impoverished
workers die at a rate three times greater
than everyone else.

The economic revolution that is replac-
ing labor and throwing people into eco-
nomic despair undermines the ideas and
institutions used to hold society togeth-
er. Society is polarizing economically and
now, ideologically.

People cannot directly fight capital-
ism, the economic base of society. It’s
just there; everywhere, but beyond reach.
Struggle takes place within and against
the political superstructure supporting
and protecting that base.

The 2020 rebellion against police ter-
ror is a powerful political impulse aimed
objectively, at the political superstructure
that protects capitalism. It is part of the
revolutionary struggle. Amid climate cri-
sis, pandemic, and the abdication of our
rulers of any responsibility for people’s

Sweet Home Chicago?

Continued from page 3

some non-profit organizations (that are
funded by corporate dollars). They take
over the leadership of struggles to save
existing public or “affordable housing.”
The role of these organizations, along
with politicians, is to negotiate the terms
of surrender to the inevitable gentrifica-
tion of the neighborhood. They operate as
middlemen providing a buffer between
angry residents on one side and the prop-
erty developers, banks, and gentrifiers on
the other. Residents are told to look on
the bright side of gentrification and chan-
nel their efforts into what turns out to be
losing battles to hold on to some turf. In
Chicago’s Pilsen neighborhood, with a
large Mexican population, residents are
promised that some of their distinctive
cultural landmarks will not be destroyed.

If you are forced to uproot and move else-
where, this is a poor consolation prize.

When the developers, the banks, the
politicians, the police, and non-profit or-
ganizations all gang up on a poor work-
ing class community — isn’t this a war?
Although we are the majority, we are
not organized to successfully defend
our communities against such a pow-
erful alliance. A few communities have
successfully organized themselves into
an independent force refusing to surren-
der, and in the end, raised such a fuss
that their powerful opposition decided
it wasn’t worth it to continue to fight. Of
course, gentrification didn’t stop, it just
moved to another community.

Banks, real estate investors, develop-
ers, and politicians cannot make money
from our dream of having stability for our

families. Their interests lie in destroying
communities, building up new ones, and
then destroying once again. For the vic-
tims of gentrification, the solution lies in
coming together around a shared vision
of the kind of community we want and
need. We, the people, will have to take
over the running of the economy if we
are to stop our communities from being
ruined. To win a better future, we need a
clear understanding of what is in our in-
terests, before we can stand up to those
who care nothing for our needs. We will
need to take control of our communities,
rejecting the idea that anyone who has
enough money and power can destroy
a neighborhood. We need new ideas to
prevail, like the needs of the people are
sacred and must always come first. RG

lives or the Nature we are part of, the re-
bellion is a response to changes at soci-
ety’s economic foundation.

These are revolutionary times. Millions
of people are taking their outrage and life-
and-death demands to the polls and to the
streets. There are huge shifts in opinion
and broad discussion of the problems of
the day. These are revolutionary times
because the vast majority of people need
and demand changes that our society, as
it is now constituted, cannot and will not
respect.

Revolutionaries and revolutionary
thought can make a powerful difference.
We need to know why and how revolu-
tions happen. In a nutshell, revolution is
possible when it is necessary — when a
fundamental change in how things are
produced destabilizes core relationships,
institutions, laws, and ideas that hold so-
ciety together.

Today, our society is fighting out an
economic revolution — the clash between
the labor-replacing power of digital tech-
nology and a society organized around
the buying and selling of labor power.
Society needs to transform, and reorga-
nize around its capacity to produce with-
out exploitation, and to ensure a healthy
and productive life for all.

This transformation must be fought
out politically and ideologically. Society
is beginning to do so. The political direc-
tion of the reconstruction of society today
is not assured. It could continue in an un-
mistakably fascist direction that serves
only a tiny class of exploiters and rulers.
Or it could go forward to reorganize so-
ciety in the interests of majority.

IN WHOSE INTERESTS?

The conclusion of the Civil War pre-
sented history with the opportunity to
reorganize society around the interests
of the freed people. The overthrow of
Reconstruction ensured that did not hap-
pen. Critical moments bring that unfin-
ished struggle to the surface. The police
murder of George Floyd did just that.

Once again, the American people have
an opportunity to reconstruct society. It
will be on the basis of the interests of all
who face police or vigilante terror, for all
who have to make the choice between
healthcare and housing, for all who have
neither, for all who live in poverty and
fear, for all “essential workers” who are
treated as expendable workers. This time
on the basis of the needs and rights of this
new class of people whose labor and lives
are becoming useless to the capitalist class
and whose voices and basic human needs
are ignored. That is the only way to fight
for the future of humanity and Nature.

Revolutionaries today can equip the
movement with a consciousness of its in-
terests, with the understanding of how
the U.S. ruling class holds its power, and
with the confidence to play a role in re-
constructing society. RG



From Abolition of Slavery to Abolition of Private Property

American History and the Liberation of Us All

America’s working class is enormous
and diverse, yet we share a life-shaping
commonality — we must sell our labor
to live. Because we have no choice, some
call us wage slaves. Black history month
asks us to consider the system of African
American slavery that built the wealth of
this country and lingers still in the systemic
racism intertwined with capitalism. Doing
so reveals a path between America’s ear-
liest abolitionist movement and the aboli-
tion of poverty and wage slavery today.

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY

America’s chattel slavery was dehu-
manizing, brutal, and highly profitable.
By the start of the Civil War in 1861, slav-
ery had created more millionaires per
capita in the Mississippi River Delta than
anywhere else in the nation. The South’s
cotton industry made up at least two-
thirds of the world’s cotton supply by the
Civil War. If the Confederacy had been a
separate nation, it would have ranked as
the fourth richest in the world. The U.S.
became one of the leading global econo-
mies, due in large part to stealing labor
from Africans and selling them as com-
modities, worth $4 billion by the end of
the Civil War.

Manisha Sinha, author of the extensive
history The Slave’s Cause, writes, “As most
abolitionists understood, the story of ab-
olition must begin with the struggles of
the enslaved....Fugitive slaves united all
factions of the movement and led aboli-
tionists to justify revolutionary resistance
to slavery.” The history of the movement
to abolish slavery is a progressive and im-
passioned story of enslaved Africans, free
Black Americans, European immigrants,
and white Americans, all integral to the
movement. In the late 1600s, Quakers pro-
tested slavery and in 1754 issued a formal
condemnation.

In 1773, slaves and the Sons of Africa
formed an anti-slavery committee, mod-
eled most likely after the Sons of Liberty.
Two years later, French-born Anthony
Benezet helped form the first American
abolitionist society in Philadelphia, in-
cluding “Common Sense” author Thomas
Paine. In the New England colonies,
slaves petitioning for freedom during
the revolution helped initiate the move-
ment toward emancipation. Meanwhile,
slaves in Pennsylvania ran away in re-
cord numbers, and free Blacks petitioned
against new slavery laws. They protest-
ed, petitioned, and wrote, often collabo-
rating with white abolitionists. By 1784,
Pennsylvania and all the New England
states had abolished slavery.

A new wave of abolition began in the
19th century with the publicity of the

1822 Denmark Vesey conspiracy to or-
ganize a slave uprising in Charleston; the
1829 publication of David Walker’s abo-
litionist pamphlet Appeal to the Colored
Citizens of the World; the 1831 emergence
of William Lloyd Garrison’s important
abolitionist newspaper, The Liberator;
and Nat Turner’s 1831 multi-plantation
slave rebellion. Abolitionists formed
numerous organizations, sending pe-
titions with thousands of signatures to
Congress, boycotting products made with
slave labor, holding meetings and confer-
ences, and giving innumerable speech-
es for their cause. The 1837 first issue of
the Black abolitionist newspaper Weekly
Advocate promoted “Universal Suffrages
and Universal Education,” and promised,
“we shall oppose all Monopolies, which
oppress the Poor and laboring classes of
society.”

Former slave and leader in the abo-
lition movement, Frederick Douglass
worked closely with Garrison for 10 years.
After conversations with the revolution-
ary abolitionist John Brown, Douglass
came to acknowledge that violence may
be necessary to end slavery, breaking
with Garrison. Underground Railroad
leader Harriet Tubman advised Brown
on his 1859 raid on Harper’s Ferry. Free
Black and white abolitionists financially
backed Brown'’s revolutionary efforts to
end slavery. Though the attack did not
instigate its intended mass slave upris-
ing, and Brown and most of his men were
executed, their actions inspired the com-
ing Civil War.

750,000 Americans (including 40,000
African American soldiers) gave their
lives to settle the question of chattel
slavery. The War was revolutionary:
ending with the greatest redistribution
of wealth the world had ever known, $4
billion in private property returned to
the 4 million formerly enslaved people
themselves. Unfortunately, the poor and
laboring classes could not yet be liberated.
Reconstruction was ended by removing
the Federal troops from the South, un-
leashing terror upon and disenfranchis-
ing the newly freed African Americans.

THE GREAT MIGRATION

One hundred years of legal and cul-
tural segregation maintained the con-
centration of poverty in the South. The
formerly enslaved worked in slave-like
conditions as sharecroppers, enforced by
Black Codes, Jim Crow, and the violence
of the Ku Klux Klan. After WWII, the me-
chanical cotton picker reduced the need
for sharecroppers, accelerating a mass
migration to urban industrial centers.
Six million African Americans migrated

out of the rural Southern United States
between 1910 and 1970, the number of
African Americans employed in indus-
trial jobs nearly doubling.

By the 1960s, new automation began
to reverse the opportunities in the cities.
General Motors began using the first as-
sembly line robot UNIMATE in 1962, and
by 1964, President Johnson convened a
commission to research the effect of ro-
botics in the workplace. Industrial jobs
that paid decent wages began to be re-
placed by revolutionary labor-replacing
technology.

GROWTH OF ABOLITIONIST CLASS

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
shows six million manufacturing jobs lost
since 1970. Since the more recent African
American migrants from the South tended
to be most recently hired and in the most
easily automated jobs, they were among
the first fired as the electronic revolution
progressed.

In this way, history put the descen-
dants of African American slaves at the
core of a new class of workers of all colors
being created by labor-replacing technol-
ogy. The new economy proliferated part-
time, temporary, and minimum wage
jobs. Poverty, housing insecurity, and
health problems have been the results.

Yet, this class’s position outside the
economy is its power. The new class must
tight politically for its right to survive. Its
political program is the abolition of the
system of private property and the dis-
tribution of goods according to need. The
new class is an abolitionist class.

The growth of an abolitionist class
threatens the ruling class’s hold on pri-
vate property. They cannot allow the new
class to have a say in society’s direction,
instead resorting to increasingly violent
social control. A militarized police force
beats and murders the new class, tears
families apart, deports, imprisons, and
moves against the protestors. Central to
the historical fight, Black workers are
targeted by these developments and are
leaders in the response.

Police shot and killed 5000 people be-
tween 2013-2019, the American Public
Health Association declaring it a “pub-
lic health crisis.” Like the coronavirus and
other health problems, Black people are
disproportionately harmed—Xkilled by
police at three times the rate of whites.
Uniting behind the demand that Black
Lives Matter is part of the defense of the
new abolitionist class and a fight for a
new world.

In May 2020, a rebellion sprung from
the heartless police murder of George
Floyd in the middle of a pandem-

ic that disproportionately kills African
Americans and others in the new class.
26 million people of all colors protest-
ed across the country for weeks, calling
for an end to police terror and system-
ic racism.

This rebellion birthed a movement
to defund or abolish the police and the
entire prison industrial complex (PIC),
calling on the government to invest their
funding in human needs (e.g., housing,
food, health and mental health care, pub-
lic transportation, education, etc.).

Kandist Mallett writes in her November
2, 2020 Op-Ed column for Teen Vogue,
“Black Canary,” “Throughout Trump’s
presidential term, abolitionist movements
have become popularized: abolish ICE, the
police, prisons, the electoral college, and
the Supreme Court. These movements
have been covered in the press as isolat-
ed phenomena, but viewed collectively
what they truly express is a need to de-
stroy the old so that something new can
be created.” She’s right.

PIC abolitionists recognize the need
for a new society, as when organiz-
er and educator Mariame Kaba said in
an April 10, 2019 interview with Chris
Hayes on MSNBC: “For me, capitalism
has to go. It has to be abolished. We live
within a system that’s got all these oth-
er isms, and we’re gonna have to uproot
those. So we're doing work every single
day to set the conditions for the possi-
bility of that alternate vision of a world
without prisons, policing, and surveil-
lance.” Abolitionist scholar and activist
Ruth Wilson Gilmore told The Intercept
abolition must distribute “the resources
needed for well-being for the most vul-
nerable people in our community, which
then will extend to all people.”

The motions to defund and abolish the
police demand the government take care
of the people abandoned and abused by
a system, that prioritizes private prop-
erty over human lives. With movements
to cancel rent and student debt and pro-
vide healthcare to all, this new abolitionist
class demands a government that works
for them. Fighting against police violence,
they fight a State force that maintains the
private property system. Winning will re-
quire the abolition of this system.

To liberate today’s wage slaves, the
new abolitionist class is best positioned
to lead us to a cooperative society, where
the collective wealth is shared, and all of
humanity and the earth can thrive. From
those who once were private property to
those of all colors whose lives have been
destroyed by the private property sys-
tem, today’s abolitionist class is fighting
to transform society. RG
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The Road to a New America
Runs Through the South

Regardless of its outcome, the January
5 runoff election for two U.S. Senate seats
in Georgia represents a historic conver-
gence. It joins together the 150-year-old
Southern freedom movement, led by
African Americans, with the national bat-
tle for justice being waged by people all
across the United States, especially by the
most marginalized who are struggling
to secure the basic necessities of life. The
elections of 2020 defeated Donald Trump,
arguably the most racist, divisive, and
fascistic president since the days of Jim
Crow, but it has left the American peo-
ple deeply uncertain about their future in
the midst of an unchecked pandemic.

Up to 30 million people are current-
ly unemployed, and things are about
to get a whole lot worse. Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance ran out on
December 16, and the CARES Act extend-
ing unemployment insurance is expiring
on December 31, as well as eviction pre-
vention, mortgage forbearance, the freeze
on student loan replacement, and the fed-
eral emergency loan program for small
business. This impacts not only impover-
ished communities but also airline work-
ers, health workers, teachers, government
workers, and millions more whose jobs
will be permanently replaced by bank-
ruptcy or labor-replacing technology.

As early as November 5, CNN report-
ed that the stock market was rallying be-
cause it anticipated a divided government,
where Democrats would control the pres-
idency and the House of Representatives,
while Republicans would hold onto con-
trol of the Senate. “Such a combination
will lead to more moderate policies in-
cluding a quick stimulus deal but limit-
ed tax increases,” it reported — because it
would block the government from taking
action to meet the needs of the people.

SOUTHERN MOVEMENT
Together with the New Georgia Project
and dozens of other groups, the South’s

historic social movements built a power-
ful voter registration and turnout move-
ment that not only led to Trump’s defeat
in Georgia but forced the two US Senate
races into a runoff election that decided
in favor of Democrats Raphael Warnock
and Jon Ossoff.

The South has always been the key to
ruling class political control of American
workers. Over a century and a half, Wall
Street has deliberately cultivated a long
line of reactionary and fascistic Southern
politicians who have relied for their pow-
er on segregation, white supremacy, ter-
ror, and voter suppression. The Georgia
runoff election system itself was created
to prevent African Americans from ever
winning statewide office. Southern poli-

Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery to go unan-
swered. Millions took to the streets and
emerged as a social force. Fifty-seven
percent of voters in the nationwide
November election identified themselves
as Black Lives Matter supporters. This
was the motion that energized the sophis-
ticated and resourced organizing that de-
feated Trump in Georgia and created the
opportunity to flip the Senate.

ON THE GROUND

After the gutting of the Voting Rights
Act in 2013, Georgia, along with dozens
of other states, began passing restrictive
voting laws: exact match, voter roll purg-
es, and polling place closures, especial-
ly in majority Black rural counties, and

The Southern movement for land,
equality, economic democracy, and
voting rights arose out of necessity.

ticians have, in turn, led virtually every
national campaign to weaken labor laws,
block Medicaid expansion, and criminal-
ize poverty with mass incarceration and
immigrant detentions. The full weight of
the knee of American capitalism has al-
ways been pressed on the neck of work-
ing and poor Southerners.

Southern oppression has not gone un-
challenged, but for many decades people
toiled in relative isolation. The Southern
movement for land, equality, economic
democracy, and voting rights arose out of
necessity through bottom-up social and
political infrastructures. This work accel-
erated after Katrina and then erupted this
summer, with the onset of the pandem-
ic and the Black Lives Matter movement.
People refused to allow the murders of
George Floyd, Rayshard Brooks, Breonna

restrictions on early voting. Fair Count,
Fair Fight, and the New Georgia Project
responded by building an electoral and
legal infrastructure to register and orga-
nize voters, launch legal challenges to vot-
er suppression, and help make Biden’s
Georgia victory possible. But their work
rested on Georgia’s long legacy of fight-
ing voter suppression. Some of the key
work was done by people who still live on
the land where their enslaved ancestors
picked cotton in Southwest Georgia.
Grassroots organizations built Mutual
Aid Centers, registered new voters when
they turned 18, performed “no contact
canvassing,” collected testimonies for
court cases, and mobilized the youth to be
poll watchers and provide water, masks,
and sanitizer to voters. They warned vot-
ers when their registration was purged,

New Year Calls for New Thinking
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sion course with the growing new class,
including people like Tammy Phelps, a
divorced mother of 5 in Nebraska who
told CNN, “I am the kind of American
that needs it now, who never needed it
before.

NEW CLASS NEEDS NEW SYSTEM
Millions also need help with their
healthcare costs, which keep rising de-
spite the Affordable Care Act (ACA), also
known as “Obamacare.” While Trump
campaigned on ending ACA and Biden

promised to maintain it, both ignored the
millions of voters who used the Sanders
campaign to call for a government health-
care program free of corporate control.
This year, the struggle of those demand-
ing nationalized healthcare will heat up
again, along with the fight of mortgage
payers and renters to keep their housing
and the movement of those who are al-
ready homeless.

More of these fighters are insisting the
government’s responsibility is to act on
their behalf, and that is opening many of
them to new revolutionary ideas. The new

class they are part of cannot solve its eco-
nomic problems without the public own-
ership of the means of production and
the distribution of society’s production
according to need. That is a communist
economic system, which means that the
destruction of capitalism has created, for
the first time, an objectively communist
economic class. It has no alternative but
to replace the fascism now being imposed
by the ruling class with such a new sys-
tem that represents society’s future. RG

or their polling place changed. They
prepared people to demand that every
vote be counted, knowing that millions
were using absentee ballots to avoid
COVID-19. The Democratic Party was
their only available vehicle, and Biden
was their only choice. As Project South
wrote, “We won in Georgia. But let’s be
clear, Southern freedom movements did
not do it for the Democratic Party; we did
it to save ourselves.”

FIGHTING FOR OUR FUTURE

The lessons of the Southern movement
are that it is never about one election. It
is about taking one more step forward in
a lifelong battle for justice. Perdue and
Loeffler are not only multimillionaires,
but they openly represent the powerful
alliance of big finance and big pharma/
healthcare and their death grip on the
working class. Like the movement to de-
feat Trump, the battle to defeat Loeffler
and Perdue had to draw on every single
sector of society concerned with democ-
racy and racial and economic justice.

If the Democratic Party wins control
of the U.S. Senate, it could have control of
the executive and both legislative branch-
es of the national government. There will
be no excuse for inaction. Workers and
voters across the country will be able to
press their demands for pandemic relief
and basic needs and expose any elected
officials or political leaders who stand in
their way.

The Georgia election confirms once
again that the American working class
will win when it understands the stra-
tegic role of the South: that it is current-
ly an obstacle to a national movement
for basic needs, but that it has the poten-
tial to unleash revolutionary transforma-
tion. This represents a turning point in
the struggle for class unity and the path
to power, but it is also more. The unity
of these movements, in the South, and
across the country, is also a question of
ideals and of a common vision for the fu-
ture of America. Communities through-
out America share the same aspirations
for control over housing, food, education,
healthcare, and our very destiny. The role
of revolutionaries is to unite with this vi-
sion, never let it go, and participate, learn,
create, fight, study, and teach.

The pandemic is hastening the discard-
ing of millions of workers from steady
employment or even any employment at
all. Revolutionaries engage these workers
with the vision of the society that can be
created when they wrestle government
away from the corporate rulers, who are
abandoning our people to die. We hu-
man beings have it in our power to cre-
ate a government that provides for our
needs and creates a flourishing society
and planet. RG



