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Altadena is not for sale!
Angelenos fight wildfires

and capitalism’s vultures

Disastrous fires around Los
Angeles are forcing people to
fight over the area’s future, now.
On January 7 and 8, fires erupted
in the L.A. communities of Pali-
sades, Altadena, Hollywood and
Sylmar. In Palisades and Altadena
more than 16,000 structures
burned and 27 people died. Tens
of thousands instantly became
homeless. Many also lost their
jobs and businesses. Some blamed
the winds that hit over 80 miles an
hour or dryness produced by
2024’s hottest summer in the
city’s history.

But those weren’t the actual
cause, only its effects. High
winds, hurricanes, floods and dry
conditions have come and gone
for thousands of years, but now
they’re whipped into unprecedent-
ed disasters through climate
change. Scientists around the
world have verified that climate
change was provoked by industri-
al capitalism’s deadly levels of
carbon emissions. By incorporat-
ing the power of new technologies
like Al into this old industrial sys-
tem, elites amass unimaginable
profits and wealth while stimulat-
ing more catastrophes worldwide.

That is producing more poverty,
homelessness and migration for
billions of people.

L.A. residents are fighting off
capitalist vultures swooping down
to feed on the catastrophe. Specu-
lators make unsolicited low-price
offers to buy burnt homes in cash.
Landlords raise rents to gouge fire
refugees, and stores raise prices
on food and supplies needed for
repairs.

Outraged groups and indi-
viduals demanded that California
governor Gavin Newsom act and
he issued orders banning the worst
abuses. The fight for immediate
shelter and survival then quickly
became a fight for future recon-
struction in the interests of the
public as developers and financi-
ers prepared to profit by gentrify-
ing burnt communities.

Altadena is at the cutting edge
of this struggle for the future. It is
rich in residents of all colors ready
to take a stand. With one of the
highest percentages of Black resi-
dents outside South Central L.A.,
there are activists who have
fought against discriminatory
speculation, police abuse and pov-
erty. Struggles there overlap into

CLASSNRACE

Altadena is not for sale! is the battle cry as residents of the working-
class Los Angeles community fight capitalist speculators after the dis-

astrous wildfires.

neighboring Pasadena, which is
also home to politically active im-
migrant-rights  groups  whose
members lost their work as house-
cleaners, gardeners and caregivers
at homes that burned down. Both
towns also have unusually high
numbers of socially aware artists,
media workers, scientists, college
faculty and students ready to join
the struggle.

What immediate issues and

political ideas will they rally
around? As neighbors share their
worries and hopes about commu-
nity recovery, there is tremendous
openness to new ideas about the
future, social classes and public
vs. private ownership. But Ameri-
ca’s new fascists will surely try to
stifle that.

Rally-Agrupémonos will share
the progress of this historic battle
with our readers.

Private healthcare insurance Kkills

The private-insurance-driven
health care system in the United
States is a disaster for the working
class. Instead of guaranteeing care
for all, this system is designed to
generate profits for corporations.
Health insurance companies rake
in billions while millions of
Americans are left uninsured or
underinsured. Families are
crushed by medical debt, denied
care, or forced to choose between
paying for medicine and meeting
basic needs. This is a system that

treats human lives as expendable.
This profit-driven approach to
health care reflects a deeper prob-
lem: a society built on private
ownership of wealth. Under this
system, the ruling class and their
corporations will not pay for qual-
ity health care for workers they no
longer need. The rise of automa-
tion and artificial intelligence has
pushed millions of workers into
poverty. Displaced workers who
can no longer generate profits for
the ruling class are abandoned to

fend for themselves. These part-
time, low-wage and unemployed
workers — many of whom are
women, people of color and youth
— are the face of a growing revolu-
tionary class which has no choice
but to fight back.

Health care is not just a person-
al issue. The movement for quali-
ty, universal health care is part of
a larger fight for a government
that puts people over profits. A
system of public, cooperative
ownership is the only way to en-

sure that health care is a human
right. This means dismantling the
stranglehold of private insurance
companies and building a society
in which resources are distributed
based on need, not wealth.

The fight for quality health
care for all is gaining momentum.
It is fueled by the organizing and
activism of nurses, doctors and
patients who witness firsthand the
failures of the private-insurance-
driven system. Health care work

Continued on page 3




Politicize technology revolution by building class unity

We are living through a pro-
found societal transformation,
driven by a technological revolu-
tion as life-changing as the Indus-
trial Revolution of the 1800s. Dig-
ital technologies and artificial in-
telligence are replacing human la-
bor as fast as possible, reshaping
not only how we work but the
very structure of our society.

Working people feel it in our
daily lives — through disappearing
jobs, rising costs, failing schools,
and crumbling communities. Even
if we don’t call it a “social revolu-
tion,” we understand we are under
attack. This widespread awareness
is the reality of our time. The
question is what must be done to
address it.

SHARED STRUGGLE

This transformation is creating
an “equality of misery,” where
people from all backgrounds in-
creasingly face similar hardships.
Factory workers lose their jobs to
automation, office workers are re-

placed by artificial intelligence,
nurses are pushed into unstable
gig positions, and even college-
educated professionals face career
disruptions. This growing equality
of poverty is uniting a displaced
class, turning it into a social force
capable of acting in its collective
interest.

This shared experience is
breaking down traditional ways of
keeping workers divided. When a
rural factory worker and an urban
office worker both struggle to af-
ford housing or healthcare, they
recognize their common interests
are more important than their dif-
ferences. Similarly, when immi-
grant and native-born workers
face the same unstable job market,
their shared struggles can foster
awareness and open the door to
collective action.

A new elite of tech billionaires
like Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos and
Mark Zuckerberg uses public re-
sources like government contracts,
tax breaks and research to amass

wealth while shaping their toxic
messages in the media and in poli-
tics to serve their interests. They
use platforms like Twitter/X, the
Washington Post and Facebook/
Instagram to promote policies that
consolidate their influence over
agencies and laws. Meanwhile,
housing, health care, and water
are privatized and financialized,
deepening inequality. This ar-
rangement creates fertile ground
for the ruling class to consolidate
power by criminalizing poverty,
dissent, and marginalized groups.
As traditional systems of domi-
nation like racism and patriarchy
are weaponized to divide workers,
the ruling class increasingly turns
to fascism to secure its survival.
This new fascism fuses state and
corporate power to protect capital
at the expense of democracy. For
example, the 2020 CARES Act, a
$2.2 trillion economic stimulus
package in response to the Covid
pandemic, funneled resources to
corporations while leaving work-

ers to struggle. Police militariza-
tion, mass incarceration, and vio-
lent border policies illustrate the
state’s role in maintaining the sta-
tus quo. From criminalizing immi-
grants and the unhoused to the rise
of right-wing militias, the ruling
class uses both legal and extrale-
gal violence to protect its inter-
ests.

POLITICIZATION
The working class today is
more than a victim of systemic
change; it is potentially the most
transformative revolutionary force
in history. Unlike previous revolu-
tionary classes, this one has a
unique mission: the abolition of
exploitation. Representing the ma-
jority of humanity, the working
class spans all backgrounds and
sectors, embodying global
diversity. With the capacity to
democratize modern production, it
holds the potential to reorganize
society for the collective good,
Continued on page 4

Rally! mission statement

Rally! is the political paper of the League of Revolutionaries for
a New America.

We fight alongside all who seek to abolish: poverty, ecological
disaster, fascism, war, white supremacy, gender oppression and
other attacks on the working class. We fight for a government that
takes care of people first.

Our articles especially lift up the fight for humanity’s basic
needs, which propels every other social struggle. We focus our
work, along with other fighters, on developing strategic thinking
that can unleash the energy of the millions of people who are
driven to fight for a better world.

Together we can participate in the reconstruction of society, on
a new foundation, where social wealth is owned in common and
distributed according to need.

Editorial policy

Rally! is a vehicle to reach out to and communicate with revolu-
tionaries both within and outside of the League of Revolutionaries
for a New America.

The Editorial Board is responsible for preparing the printed and
website versions of Rally! to represent the League’s political po-
sitions and policies, the Board’s editorial and formatting guide-
lines, and the political points agreed on with article writers.

Editorial board: Allen Harris, Kimberly King, Joyce Mills, Steve
Teixeira

Visit us at: rally-theleague.org
The Rally! bilingual website provides online access to all issues
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of Rally! It is a political resource for our readers and provides up-
to-date articles, statements and analysis of key questions of im-
portance to revolutionaries.

Subscribe to Rally! One year for $20
Send a check or money order payable to ‘LRNA, P.O. Box
408002, Chicago, lllinois 60640

League of Revolutionaries

for a New America

Today, whether through words or deeds, vast numbers of social-
ly conscious people declare themselves revolutionaries in opposi-
tion to the degenerating social and economic conditions.

The League’s mission is to unite with other revolutionaries
around the demands of the working class, especially the class of
displaced workers and show that the solution is a cooperative,
communist society where social wealth is owned in common and
distributed according to need.

The demands of this new impoverished class for food, housing,
education, healthcare and an opportunity to contribute to society
are summed up as the demand for a cooperative society.

Such a society must be based on the public ownership of the
socially necessary means of production and the distribution of the
social product according to need.

Mail: LRNA, P.O. Box 408002, Chicago, lllinois 60640
E-mail: info@lrna.org

Phone: 1 (773) 486-0028
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After the elections: The political revolution continues

By the League of Revolutionar-
ies Basic Needs Electoral Com-
mittee

Millions of Americans are pre-
paring to resist attacks from the
newly-elected Trump administra-
tion and are building grass-roots
movements, based on mutual aid
and support, for housing, health
care and other immediate needs.

The League of Revolutionaries
for a New America and the Hip
Hop Congress recently co-
sponsored a vivid, intimate, Click
Here, conversation on zoom, ad-
dressing what we need to do after
the elections.

(Quotes have been condensed
and edited for clarity.)

What is the revolutionary
work that is needed now?

“Moving beyond blaming each
other. We base our work on listen-
ing, on empathy, and on the pa-
tient building of enduring relation-
ships, beginning with youth and
the most vulnerable and dispos-
sessed people in our society.”
Melinda Lavon, DSA, Vote No
Kansas, Kansas Democratic Par-

' “Being on the ground level,
and empowering other people that
feel that they don’t have a place in

LAND-BACK
By Mack Wilson
(Program Moderator)

to understand the longstanding histo-

ry
that has brought us / to reside

on this land
to seek to understand
our place / within that history

global colonization,

lands stolen,

languages, history, cultures
lost / artificial borders and walls
economic devastation

people who have

who have had

to migrate

even now / finding themselves
to be stateless

it, that they can’t help out. We
have to show them that they can
make this movement much strong-
er. They need us to be out there,
touching and interacting with
them.” John Janosko, Oakland’s
Wood Street Commons communi-

“Building survival projects that
help people secure housing,
healthcare, food, through mutual
aid networks, paired with a clear
revolutionary political program

99% of us fighting

for breadcrumbs / while
the other 1% / squanders
the wealth

we have created

we may not know

exactly what land-back looks like
in the aftermath

of such devastation / we will
push through

the dying of capitalism / the white
supremacy

liberate means of production
give / to the working class

learn how to be stewards

the land that we inhabit
follow the lead of who’s come
before us on these lands
learn / from them

how to live together

demanding basic economic human
rights for all, as well as an empha-
sis on political education.” Adam
Gottlieb, organizer and poet, Chi-
cago League of Revolutionaries
for a New America.

“Gathering folks, a balm for
the soul that works against all of
the divisiveness so that we can see
each other as the same people.
Our faith has to be stronger than
our fears. We need the artists and
the healers at this time to remind

Private healthcare insurance

Continued from Page 1

ers are on the front lines advocat-
ing for a system that prioritizes
care over corporate profit. Unions
for nurses tried to win staffing ra-
tio laws in Illinois, Massachusetts,
Minnesota, New York, and Wash-
ington.

Nurses have also led strikes to
demand safe staffing ratios, equi-
table pay and fair treatment while
doctors have organized campaigns
to expose the inefficiencies and
cruelty of a system that denies
care to the most vulnerable. Five
thousand nurses, doctors, mid-
wives and nurse practitioners on
January 10 launched a strike
against understaffing at Provi-
dence Health and Services, the
largest hospital chain in the Pacif-
ic Northwest.

Patients, too, are taking a
stand, joining grassroots move-

ments to demand an end to medi-
cal debt and for universal health
care legislation like Medicare for
All. From community forums to
mass protests, these groups are
building alliances with labor un-
ions, student organizations and
other activist networks to fight for
a fundamental change in how
health care is delivered and fi-
nanced. Their efforts highlight the
shared belief that health care is a
human right, not a commodity.

In December 2024, UnitedH-
ealthcare’s CEO was assassinated
on a New York street by a gun-
man outraged over the insurance
company’s mistreatment of pa-
tients, shocking the nation. But
the movement against the compa-
ny’s denial of care began before
that act and it has continued with
a group of doctors and patients
gathering outside the New York

Stock Exchange on January 16 to
demand an end to UnitedH-
ealthcare’s betrayals of its policy-
holders.

This growing movement is not
just about fixing a broken health
care system. It is about disman-
tling the root cause of the crisis,
which is the private ownership of
the resources and wealth that sus-
tain life. Health care, housing, ed-
ucation and food must be public
goods, owned and managed by the
people. The failure of the current
system to provide care for all is a
symptom of a society in which
corporations dictate the terms of
survival, extracting profits from
human suffering while abandon-
ing those who no longer serve
their interests.

The movement for universal
health care is a powerful example
of how collective action can chal-

us we are full human beings...the
art, the music, the poetry...” Liz
Gonzales, South Bay Community
Land Trust and Silicon Valley De-
bug.

“Bringing people together to
fight for collective liberation. We
are here to develop a strategy to
create the cooperative society that
distributes resources based on
need. The League is here to help
develop the class consciousness
that is necessary to achieve that
vision.” Genie Sullivan, Wood
Street Commons, Oakland

Where do we start?

“Our political work, at the most
basic level, is a form of
“emergence,” a word that de-
scribes the way complex patterns
arise from simple interactions, as
the flutter of birds’ wings causes
murmurations of the air.” Danny
Park, Skid Row People’s Market.

“Every person can do a self-
reflection on the resources and
experience that they have access
to, and how they can turn that ex-
perience, like living on the street
and understanding what your
needs are, into a resource for crea-
tivity and political action.” Rah-
man Jamaal, Hip Hop Congress.

Continued on page 4
kills

lenge corporate power and inspire
hope. From successful campaigns
to eliminate medical debt to state-
level pushes for universal health
care programs, these fighters
show what is possible when peo-
ple come together. They are lay-
ing the groundwork for a system
in which health care is not a privi-
lege for the wealthy but a guaran-
teed right for everyone.

Nurses, doctors and patients
are proving that the fight for
health care is inseparable from the
fight for a just, equitable society.
By standing together, we can de-
mand an end to the exploitation of
human need and build a future
when all people have access to the
care they deserve. This is not just
a call for reform. It is a revolu-
tionary demand for a society that
values every life.
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After the electlons The polltlcal revolutlon continues

Continued from page 3

“We talk about unity, but what
does that mean? I think it means
never forgetting that, just because
I’m solving my problems doesn’t
mean you don’t need help solving
yours.” Danny Park, Skid Row
People’s Market.

What does it mean to have a
long-term, revolutionary view?
How can we support hope and
action in young people?

“Some of the most important
things that we can teach our
young people at these early stages
of their life is about relationships,
and how to navigate their feelings,
their emotions, and develop a
sense of empathy that becomes
natural later on in life. And if
you’re not raised in an environ-
ment or you don’t have people in
your life that are able to show you
that type of love and that type of
care, then you end up growing in-
to this doom and gloom kind of
mentality. Trauma can do that to

Top: Melinda Lavon, John Janosko and Liz Gonzalez. Bottom:
Rahman Jamaal, Danny Park and Katherine Venn.

us. So it really forces me to get
laser focused on setting that exam-
ple for every young person that |
come across in my life, giving
them this sort of hope that we do
have the power.” Rahman Jamaal,

Hip Hop Congress.

What is class consciousness,
why is it so important, and what
are other aspects of our identi-
ty? What is the League’s mis-
sion and how can you partici-

“It’s important to clarify that
class is not necessarily the only
experience that impacts a person’s
well-being. A variety of experi-
ences like radicalization, gender
oppression, citizenship, language,
education — all of that impacts
our well-being.... What it means
to be class conscious today is to
recognize that the ruling class uses
its control over the wealth that all
of society creates to divide people,
divide our class and to ultimately
have an outsized influence over
politics to maintain power. We
saw this in this election and we
are here to call people in and real-
ly say that only united we can find
liberation and bring an end to all
forms of inequality.... The League
of Revolutionaries for a New
America is committed to that uni-
ty and we really would be happy
to have you become part of the
League.” Genie Sullivan, Wood
Street Commons.

Politicize technology revolution by building class unity

Continued from page 2
rather than the narrow interests of
a privileged few.

The crisis we face creates un-
precedented  opportunities  for
change. The digital revolution can
enable a new society of shared
abundance. The same global con-
nections that spread crisis also en-
able worldwide solidarity. Politi-
cizing the social revolution is key:
raising consciousness, connecting
struggles to systemic issues, and
envisioning transformative solu-
tions.

Politicization involves educa-
tional and political mobilization.
It means connecting immediate
problems like homelessness to
larger controlling issues of private
property and political power. This
transforms economic grievances
into political demands, develops
organizational structures for sus-
tained political action, and fosters
coalitions across diverse social
movements.

Key aspects of politicizing
include:

* Connecting economic grievances
to political demands

* Developing organizational struc-
tures for sustained political action
* Creating educational programs
that develop political understand-
ing of class rights

* Building coalitions among dif-
ferent social movements

* Developing concrete proposals
for alternative economic arrange-
ments.

By politicizing such demands
as food, housing and healthcare,
we connect them to their causes in
economic inequality and systemic
change.

BUILDING SOLIDARITY

In this moment, solidarity is es-
sential. The rise of displaced
workers is creating a revolution-
ary class that can reject divisions
like white supremacy and patriar-
chy. Community organizers build
trust across neighborhoods, tech
workers equip movements with
digital tools, healthcare workers
connect patient care to broader so-

cial issues, and young activists
bring innovative methods. Effec-
tive leadership today must be col-
laborative, drawing on diverse
skills and perspectives. Networks
of leaders are needed to build
bridges between communities,
strategize for immediate needs
and long-term goals, and share re-
sources across movements.

Shared hardships create oppor-
tunities for solidarity. Union cam-
paigns unite workers across indus-
tries, housing movements bring
together renters and homeowners,
and environmental justice efforts
connect urban and rural communi-
ties.

These movements are strongest
when they recognize their in-
terconnections — strikes gain pow-
er when supported by community
groups, housing activists find
strength by collaborating with la-
bor unions, and environmental
campaigns thrive when addressing
both climate change and economic
justice.

The technological revolution

presents a stark choice: corporate
fascism, where wealth and power
are concentrated in the hands of a
few, or a true democracy where
humanity uses its collective crea-
tivity to build a just, equitable so-
ciety. The working class — espe-
cially the growing displaced seg-
ment — united by shared struggles
and aspirations, has the potential
to turn this crisis into lasting

change.
By politicizing the social
revolution — raising conscious-

ness, challenging systemic injus-
tice, and connecting struggles to
broader demands for equity and
public ownership — we can forge a
path toward a society that priori-
tizes people over profit. The tech-
nological advancements displac-
ing workers today hold the prom-
ise of abundance for all.

The growing equality of misery
and solidarity among workers and
communities shows that meaning-
ful change is already underway
and that a cooperative, sustainable
society is within reach.
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