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Billionaire oligarchy unleashes technofascism

By the Basic Needs Electoral
Committee of the League

Technofascism is the open, ter-
roristic dictatorship of corporate
capital in the era of digital produc-
tion and Artificial Intelligence
(AI). The resistance to the rapidly
advancing police state is setting
the United States on fire. Many
blame individual politicians, but it
is important to see beyond the per-
sonalities. Technofascism is driv-
en by the inability of the private
property economy to meet the
needs of the people.

Al can create either a dismal
future for humanity or the best fu-
ture the world has ever known —
depending on who owns and con-
trols it. It can enslave us all to the
pursuit of profits for billionaires
or it can be used for the benefit of
all humanity. The outcome is up
to the working class, which has
enough people power to defeat the
corporate money power — if it
unites.

ECONOMIC BASIS
OF TECHNOFASCISM

We think of Trump and
MAGA as the disrupter, but it is
actually the revolutionary new
technology that is driving the
change we are experiencing. Just
as the steam engine ended previ-
ous ways of living, digital tech-
nology and Al are ending life as
we knew it in the 20th century.
Digital technology is slashing the
need for human workers — first
manual labor and now knowledge
workers. Al is behind not only the
Elon Musk purge of government
workers, but also the mass layoffs
in Silicon Valley. We are at a crit-
ical turning point.

The problem for corporate bil-
lionaires is that digital Al under-
cuts the basis of the capitalist
economy, which depends on wage
labor to generate profits and also
provides a means of survival for
workers — a job. The questions ob-
sessing corporate capitalists today
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are how can they keep their
wealth flowing without the same
capacity to continue exploiting
human beings and why should
they support the working class
with programs like public educa-
tion, Social Security, food stamps,
and Medicaid/Medicare when they
no longer need them for produc-
tion? Increasingly, the ruling class
views working class needs as a
roadblock to extracting maximum
profit.

THE MAGA REGIME

For the MAGA regime, the an-
swer is to move rapidly to the fas-
cist form of state. Through
DOGE, it is allowing corporations
to manipulate state power to ex-
tract wealth from the public treas-
ury. It undermines all our remain-

SHUTTERSTOCK/CHRISTOPHER PENLER
Marchers in New York take part on April 5 in the nationwide Hands-Off protests against the Trump
administration and Elon Musk's DOGE.

ing civil rights and constitutional
protections in order to attack and
punish any section of the working
class that resists. Armed men in
ICE uniforms are terrorizing mi-
grants, attacking protesters and
seizing people with no warrants,
no proof, no hearings and no ap-
peals and flying them out of the
country to concentration camps.

MAGA leaders attack the
working class as parasitic and use-
less. They challenge the very ex-
istence of people of color, seniors,
poor people, people with disabili-
ties, queer and trans people,
youth, women, non-citizens and
migrants. They kill all government
programs that benefit working
people.

Immigrants are scapegoated
with the lie that they steal jobs and

resources, when actually it is digi-
tal devices and robots that are re-
placing humans in the workplace.
Protesters are branded as terror-
ists. Resistance to Israeli genocide
is attacked as a threat to national
security. Blacks, people of color
and the unhoused are blamed for
the systemic failures of capitalism.
“Christian nationalism” provides
false religious justification for ra-
cial and gender hierarchies.

THE ‘NETWORK STATFE’

In his 2022 book, “The Net-
work State: How to Start a New
Country,” Silicon Valley pro-
grammer Balaji Srinivasan defines
the Network State as “a highly
aligned online community with a
capacity for collective action that

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
crowdfunds territory around the
world and eventually gains diplo-

matic recognition from pre-
existing states.”
Another Silicon Valley

entrepreneur, Curtis Yarvin, has
shown how a Network State can
be created inside an existing
country and, in particular, inside
the U.S. government. He argues
that democracy is too slow and
clumsy to use in the digital 21st
century, and advocates for a CEO
who “will run the executive
branch without any interference
from the Congress or courts,
probably also taking over state
and local governments. Most
existing important institutions,
public and private, will be shut
down and replaced with new and

efficient systems.”

The more traditional fascist
Steve Bannon claims that the
Trump administration is creating
the  Network  State  now:
“Everything Elon Musk and his
tech cronies are doing to our gov-
ernment is what Balaji Srinivasan
spelled out in his network state
cult manifesto — a tech CEO take-
over of a government, the purging
of institutions, the rise of crypto
corruption as a dominant econom-
ic force, the quest for new territo-
ry.” Technofascism is actually be-
traying much of Trump’s MAGA
base by cutting the social pro-
grams many of its members de-
pend on.

STRATEGIC RESISTANCE
More than five million people

turned out nationwide on April 5
to demonstrate their fierce re-
sistance to the attacks on electoral
democracy and social welfare.
This is what Heritage Foundation
president Kevin Roberts was re-
ferring to when he said the imple-
mentation of Project 2025 fascism
“will remain bloodless if the left
allows it to be.”

The working class has no
choice but to rebel. The Trump
administration is already using vi-
olence against them. It pardoned
the January 6 paramilitaries. It is
deploying ICE as a political police
agency, unrestrained by any law
or court. It 1s preparing to invoke
the Insurrection Act to transform
the military into a mercenary
force, accountable to no one ex-
cept billionaire corporations. But

in spite of all this, there is still
nothing as powerful as an orga-
nized working class, inspired by
the vision of the better world that
is possible.

Defeating fascism requires a
strategy and a plan, based on or-
ganizing and educating the work-
ers, and keeping their struggle on
course. We dare not allow our-
selves to be led back into the fold
of the pro-corporate Democrats,
whose failure allowed for the
emergence of MAGA in the first
place. Mistreatment of workers by
a ruling class that no longer needs
them will not stop until the work-
ing class wins the fight to overturn
corporate private property and
build a cooperative economy that
guarantees  everyone’s  basic
needs.

Rally! mission statement

Rally! is the political paper of the League of Revolutionar-
ies for a New America.

We fight alongside all who seek to abolish: poverty, ecolog-
ical disaster, fascism, war, white supremacy, gender oppres-
sion and other attacks on the working class. We fight for a
government that takes care of people first.

Our articles especially lift up the fight for humanity’s basic
needs, which propels every other social struggle. We focus
our work, along with other fighters, on developing strategic
thinking that can unleash the energy of the millions of people
who are driven to fight for a better world.

Together we can participate in the reconstruction of socie-
ty, on a new foundation, where social wealth is owned in
common and distributed according to need.

Editorial policy

Rally! is a vehicle to reach out to and communicate with
revolutionaries both within and outside of the League of
Revolutionaries for a New America.

The Editorial Board is responsible for preparing the printed
and website versions of Rally! to represent the League’s po-
litical positions and policies, the Board’s editorial and format-
ting guidelines, and the political points agreed on with article
writers.

Editorial board: Allen Harris, Kimberly King, Joyce Mills,
Steve Teixeira

Visit us at: rally-theleague.org
The Rally! bilingual website provides online access to all
issues of Rally! It is a political resource for our readers and

provides up-to-date articles, statements and analysis of key
questions of importance to revolutionaries.

Subscribe to Rally! One year for $20
Send a check or money order payable to ‘LRNA, P.O. Box
408002, Chicago, lllinois 60640

League of Revolutionaries

for a New America

Today, whether through words or deeds, vast numbers of
socially conscious people declare themselves revolutionar-
ies in opposition to the degenerating social and economic
conditions.

The League’s mission is to unite with other revolutionaries
around the demands of the working class, especially the
class of displaced workers and show that the solution is a
cooperative, communist society where social wealth is
owned in common and distributed according to need.

The demands of this new impoverished class for food,
housing, education, healthcare and an opportunity to con-
tribute to society are summed up as the demand for a coop-
erative society.

Such a society must be based on the public ownership of
the socially necessary means of production and the distribu-
tion of the social product according to need.

Mail: LRNA, P.O. Box 408002, Chicago, lllinois 60640
E-mail: info@lrna.org

Phone: 1 (773) 486-0028

Web: Irna.org
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Fighting fascism by demandlng housing for all

By the League National Housing
and Homelessness Committee

Alongside the Trump mass de-
portation plan, a broader cam-
paign to vilify and attack low-
income tenants and unhoused peo-
ple is being carried out by both
Republicans and pro-corporate
Democrats. It is yet another pillar
in the fascist dictatorship currently
under construction. Like the anti-
immigrant raids, the anti-housing
crusade is running into a rock of
resistance. People are uniting in
defense of their humanity, worthi-
ness and human rights.

The unhoused are the spear-
head of the housing movement.
Their resistance against repression
by Democratic governors and
mayors 1s every bit as important to
the anti-fascist cause as the mass
rallies against Trump and Musk.

UNHOUSED INSURGENCY

In 2023, the city of Oakland,
California swept the Wood Street
Commons community, claiming
that the alternative “Wood Street
Cabins” shelter would lead to per-
manent housing. But now, after
two years of living with broken
bathrooms and kitchens, mold, an
abusive staff and little opportunity
to transition to permanent hous-
ing, the city is moving to close
down the cabins. It is pushing
people back out onto the street.

The Wood Street Commons
community, Oakland Homeless
Union and POOR Magazine are
battling back by fighting for a
“self-governed sanctuary commu-
nity in which residents will be
granted security of tenure with
wraparound services” until they
receive permanent supportive
housing. Organizing broad work-
ing-class support for concrete de-
mands like these by Wood Street
Commons, is one important path
forward for the resistance to au-
thoritarianism.

In nearby San Jose, Mayor
Matt Mahan recently introduced a
budget that would eliminate future
city-funded affordable housing
and arrest any unhoused person
who turns down an offer of shelter
three times, even though San Jose
has a shortage of over 3,000 shel-

ter spaces. Allegedly, the idea is
to force people to accept mental
health and/or substance abuse ser-
vices. In reality, these services ei-
ther do not exist or are soon to be
cut. The real purpose is to shift
blame away from the city’s re-
fusal to provide housing. Un-
housed people and their support-
ers spoke up in fierce resistance
on March 18, organizing hundreds
of people to rally and testify
against the proposal.

SOLUTIONS,
NOT PUNISHMENT

“Stop all sweep activity,” de-
manded a member of URG (the
Unhoused Response Group) i
San Jose. “Designate areas for
public use, with basic survival ser-
vices (access to water, hygiene,
food, transportation, etc.). Clean-
ups can be done without sweeping
people. Moving people around,
taking their gear and destroying
their makeshift shelters is danger-
ous and leaves them more vulner-
able to dying from exposure, ex-
haustion or overdosing in despair.

“I refused housing because it
did not fit my situation,” said the
member of URG. “Forcing me in-
to jail or rehab is wildly inappro-
priate for me and many others
who refuse unworkable offers for
shelter or housing. ... Many un-
housed have taken time away

SHUTTERSTOCK/AUDLEY C. BULLOCK
Police and National Guardsmen arrest a homeless man in New
York’s Pennsylvania train station on January 27.

from daily survival, made efforts
to get birth certificates or IDs, got
interrogated with invasive person-
al questions, filled out lengthy pa-
perwork, left their encampments
to stand in lines for services, got
on wait-lists that are months to
years long, accepted help, went to
shelters with terrible management
and racist staff and ultimately still
got left unhoused after falling for
false hopes and promises.”

While state and local govern-
ments collaborate by criminaliz-
ing people, DOGE in Washington
is moving to attack and abolish af-
fordable housing altogether, as
part of its drive to purge every as-
pect of government that does not
serve corporate profit. According
to a CBSNews.com report, the
Trump administration is preparing
a new approach to getting home-
less people off the streets by forci-
bly moving those living outside
into large camps while mandating
mental health and addiction treat-
ment.

If this is not stopped, there will
be no affordable housing available
for houseless people. The private
for-profit housing industry simply
stops building housing unless and
until it can continue raising rents.
Unhoused people will be sent to
prisons or crude, permanent, Japa-
nese-American-style internment-
style camps. Although the U.S.
government has always served the

Workmg class poorly, the escalat-
ing elimination of democracy is
an attempt to prevent the working
class from organizing to make it
serve workers at all. The poor
have no choice but to fight.

MEETING HUMAN NEEDS

None of these ruling class hor-
rors is inevitable. The resistance
to Oakland evictions, San Jose ar-
rests and the DOGE attack is al-
ready building. There are hun-
dreds of millions more of us than
there are of them. As we fight, we
begin to understand that the hous-
ing system based on corporate
profit can and must be replaced
with social housing based on
meeting human needs instead of
investor financial gain. The hous-
ing crisis is one aspect of the
overall crisis in the private proper-
ty system. What is needed is the
working-class political power nec-
essary to overturn it and build a
new one, dedicated to providing
life, food, water, housing, educa-
tion, work, health and security for
all.

The movement demanding
housing as a human right will be
instrumental in building that pow-
er. It can change the whole narra-
tive around the solution to home-
lessness (the answer is housing,
not punishment). It can build pow-
er when it creates unity between
unhoused, tenants, cost-burdened
homeowners, communities and
people of conscience — including
unity across lines of color and im-
migration status. Unity around
basic needs is the foundation for
the broader unity necessary to de-
feat the dictatorship.

Leadership by the unhoused
and formerly unhoused is essential
to the strength of the housing
movement. Their stories and their
truth are powerful weapons in the
sea of lies that is flooding our po-
litical discourse. As one leader
from San Jose said, “I am not who
you say I am. I have no criminal
background. I am a former pre-
school teacher. I don’t belong in
jail just because I can’t afford a
place to live. And 1 am not an
anomaly. There are thousands like
me out here.”
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Programmatlc solutlons f ora cooperatlve soclety

The government’s latest round
of budget cuts strikes at the heart
of working families’ survival. Food
assistance programs face devastat-
ing reductions, pushing millions
deeper into hunger. Medicaid cuts
threaten healthcare access for our
most vulnerable neighbors. Mean-
while, ICE accelerates deporta-
tions, tearing apart immigrant com-
munities and sending people back
to dangerous conditions. Corporate
giants like Amazon deploy Al to
eliminate more jobs while their
profits soar. The climate crisis
brings deadly heat waves and
storms, hitting working-class com-
munities hardest.

Yet workers are fighting back.
The UAW’s historic strike victory
against the Big Three automakers
showed our power to win. Teachers
unions lead the fight against budget
cuts. Immigrant rights activists
block deportation buses. Tech
workers at Microsoft and Google
organize against job-threatening Al
deployment. The continuing wave
of unionization at Starbucks, Ama-
zon, and other workplaces proves
workers won’t accept poverty and
powerlessness. These struggles
point toward the possibility of fun-
damental transformation — but to
succeed, we need to understand
what we’re really fighting against
and what we’re fighting for.

OUR ENEMY VS. OUR POWER

The heart of our problem is pri-
vate ownership of society’s wealth
and resources. While new technol-
ogy could provide abundance for
everyone, under corporate control
it’s creating unprecedented ine-
quality. During the pandemic, bil-
lionaires increased their wealth by
$1.3 trillion while working people
lost jobs, homes, and lives. This
wasn’t just a temporary crisis — it
exposed how $50 trillion has
moved from workers to the richest
10% of Americans since 1974.

A new class is emerging from
this transformation — workers dis-
placed by technology who can’t
survive without challenging the
entire system. This includes part-
time and temporary workers, the
unemployed and underemployed,
service workers facing automation,
climate refugees, and even tech
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Environmental Protection Agency workers in Chicago protest against
Trump cuts last February 18.

workers threatened by Al. The rul-
ing class calls these workers
“disposable,” but like the abolition-
ists who fought to end slavery, this
new class has the potential to lead
a movement to abolish all forms of
exploitation and oppression.

The old ways of controlling
workers are breaking down. For
generations, the ruling class used
racism and other divisions to keep
workers fighting each other instead
of their real enemies. They gave
some workers privileges while su-
per-exploiting others, especially
Black workers, immigrants, and
women. But today’s technology is
eliminating jobs across all sectors,
creating an equality of poverty that
builds the basis for real unity.

BRIDGE TO A NEW SOCIETY

To move from today’s defensive
struggles to winning real change,
we need programmatic solutions —
concrete proposals that connect
meeting basic human needs with
challenging private ownership and
control.

When we fight for housing, we
don’t just demand rent control — we
fight for public ownership of hous-
ing and democratic community
control of development. When we
fight against Al taking our jobs, we
demand public ownership and
worker control of technology so
automation serves human needs
instead of profits. When we fight

for clean energy, we push for pub-
lic ownership of utilities and com-
munity-controlled renewable ener-
gy.

Other key programmatic solutions
include:

*Converting private healthcare into
a universal public system
*Transforming private banks into
public institutions serving commu-
nity needs

*Making education at all levels a
free public service

*Creating a public jobs program
focused on green energy and infra-
structure

*Guaranteeing basic income and
services to all

These aren’t just good ideas —
they’re practical necessities. They
show how meeting human needs
requires taking resources out of cor-
porate hands and putting them un-
der democratic public control. They
help workers see how their immedi-
ate struggles connect to the bigger
fight for a cooperative society.

The ruling class appears strong
when they use police violence, anti
-immigrant hatred, and culture war
tactics to divide us. But these ag-
gressive moves actually show their
weakness. They know they can’t
keep running things the old way —
technology has made their system
of private ownership obsolete.
They’re desperately trying to pre-
vent workers from uniting around
their common interests.

Victory requires building unity
across old divisions, unity based on
workers’ common needs and inter-
ests. The massive multiracial pro-
tests after George Floyd’s murder,
the growing climate justice move-
ment, and new waves of union or-
ganizing show this unity is possi-
ble.

The role of revolutionaries is to
unite with other revolutionaries
around the demands of the working
class, especially the emerging class
of displaced workers, to develop
political consciousness that helps
workers understand their historic
mission. One way to do this is by
supporting programmatic solutions
in the practical movement of our
class, solutions that help transform
scattered economic struggles into
united political struggles against
the State. That’s a necessary step in
moving from reform to revolution.
Class consciousness doesn’t devel-
op automatically — it must be built
deliberately through intellectual
struggle linked to daily experience.

Every struggle of the class must
be used to explain the meaning of
their activity, to show them a vi-
sion of the cooperative society that
i1s possible and a strategy to get
there. Our strategic focus must be
on the political unity of the new
class, working toward the abolition
of private property and the creation
of a cooperative, communist socie-
ty where social wealth is owned in
common and distributed according
to need. Without a vision, the peo-
ple perish, but with clear under-
standing of their historic mission,
the workers can secure the imper-
iled future of humanity and the
planet.

The choice is increasingly clear:
either transform our society into
one based on cooperation and dem-
ocratic planning, or face growing
poverty, fascism, and environmen-
tal catastrophe. The ruling class is
organized to protect their wealth
and power. We must be organized
to create the future we deserve — a
cooperative society where technol-
ogy serves human needs, where our
planet is protected, where every
person has what they need to
thrive, and where cooperation re-
places competition as the basis of
society. The future is in our hands.
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