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Technology supposedly invented
to catch “bad guys” has now created
a surveillance state to catch “good
women,” as well as make it easier for
the techno-fascist oligarchy to dis-
mantle electoral democracy and ruth-
lessly destroy our Constitutional
rights.

This June, the sheriff’s office in
Johnson County, Texas, went on a
nationwide hunt for a woman accused
of self-administered abortion, which
is illegal in Texas. The hunt was pos-
sible with 83,000 automatic license
plate readers reporting to 6,809 dif-
ferent camera networks, monitored
by one security company. The data
included cameras in states where
abortion is legal and protected like Il-
linois. Around the country, activists
are demanding data sharing limits,
surveillance limits and where possi-
ble, abortion shield laws like those in
New York and Colorado.

Despite the total ban on abortions
in Texas, in addition to the diverse
forces in this struggle a Black women
-centered reproductive justice move-
ment is arising, including mobilizing,
refuge, education and sharing re-
sources. Organized women’s story-
telling projects are exposing how
abortion bans prevent women from
getting other life-saving health care
they need. Ongoing community edu-
cation and organizing and support for
travel for care, are helping to build
the working class power we need.

We need stronger mutual aid net-
works to prevent this Texas situation
and we need to demand more vigor-
ous protection of our communication
and location data. Project 2025, the
conservative Heritage Foundation
blueprint for a fascist takeover of the
government, outlines a sweeping plan
to create a federal abortion surveil-
lance system. It would monitor abor-
tion and pregnancy nationwide, with
the goal of ending medical privacy
and reproductive rights altogether.

Project 2025 would direct the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention to collect extensive data on
every abortion conducted, including
personal details about the woman in-
volved. Information would include
miscarriages, stillbirths, interstate
travel (allegedly to combat so-called

abortion tourism) and any
“treatments that incidentally result in
death” (like chemotherapy). Data
would be reported to a centralized
federal system and states which fail
to comply could lose federal funding.

CORPORATE DICTATORSHIP

Tech billionaires are trying to cre-
ate what some are calling technology-
based private “startup nations” where
women’s bodies will be subject to
corporate control without democratic
recourse, especially threatening for
women of color and the poor who al-
ready face criminalization of their
bodies. These mini-states would be
corporate dictatorships where
wealthy executives would be allowed
to exit any obligations of citizenship,
especially taxes and regulation.

They propose creating a patch-
work of “Freedom Cities” like Singa-
pore or Dubai with their own all-
powerful CEO and where mass politi-
cal participation and democracy
would not exist. Protecting these hy-
per-capitalist, democracy-free havens
would be terrorist private mercenar-
ies, serviced by Ai robots and fi-
nanced by the cryptocurrencies fa-
vored by billionaires like Peter Thiel,
Marc Andreessen, Sam Altman and
Donald Trump.

The current Big Bad Budget Bill
would facilitate these dictatorships by
banning any state Ai regulation for
10 years, partnering with the Trump
administration and its goal of “global
Ai dominance.” Kevin De Liban, the
founder of TechTonic Justice, a non-
profit to protect low-income people
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from Ai, said: “The message is clear.
The House Republican proposal is
stealing from poor people to give
huge handouts to Big Tech, to build
technology that is going to perpetuate
the president’s authoritarian plans
and crackdowns against vulnerable
people.”

North Carolina Bishop Dr. Wil-
liam J. Barber II is resisting by carry-
ing on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
Poor People’s Campaign, featuring
Moral Monday events around the
country. He noted in June that if
Congress passed the Administration’s
budget, “it would represent the single
largest transfer of wealth from the
poor to the rich in U.S. history. ...
This budget is not just bad policy, it
is sin. It will rob the poor, starve
children and deny care to the sick in
order to line the pockets of the
wealthy. We will not stand by while
it preys on the most vulnerable. Not
on our watch.”

COMMUNITY POWER

Winning the fight for reproductive
freedom requires building working
class power to reject surveillance
capitalism and privatized sovereign-
ty, while we fight for basic needs and
justice. Successful organizing strate-
gies have included the Vote No Kan-
sas model and similar campaigns in
Kentucky, Montana, Ohio and Mis-
souri. These were based on individual
and small group conversations by
text, phone and in person, focusing
on fighting ballot measures written to
ban or restrict abortion. Their method
was disciplined: relationship, listen,

Defeating the war on women’s bodies

share, inoculate, ask, support through
action and repeat.

Democratic ~ Socialist ~ Zohran
Mamdani’s victory in the New York
Democratic mayoral primary was
based on linking social movement
agendas like reproductive freedom
with economic issues like food, hous-
ing and transportation. “We do not
have to give up our freedom in order
to be fed,” he said. “There is no rea-
son we cannot have our freedom and
also have economic justice.”
Mamdani’s eye-catching social media
creations brought his “afford to live,
afford to dream” message directly to
voters in a compelling way.

Mamdani has shown that high-
lighting racial, gender and rural-
urban inequalities, like resisting the
attacks on immigrants and on all peo-
ple of color, does not detract from
our economic message. It points us
toward the unity we need to win.
While we support leadership by the
most impacted, we understand that
injustice anywhere is a threat to jus-
tice everywhere. Whatever affects
one directly affects all indirectly. The
majority of Americans is not able to
afford more than $500 in emergency
expenses. We strive to connect repro-
ductive freedom to the broader move-
ments that serve entire families and
communities:  economic  justice,
fighting against a surveillance state
and for protection of personal data.

Battles focused on economic secu-
rity for low wealth, working class and
dispossessed people are the key to
defeating technofascism. Corporate
dictatorship is threatening the rights
of the working class and 99 percent
of the population. The window for re-
sistance is now, before surveillance
infrastructure becomes total. Work-
ing people are creating a social force
powerful enough to defeat the billion-
aire offensive. While we defend eve-
ry democratic right we still have, we
build the political power we need to
create the abundant new society that
is possible.

Ethel Long-Scott is a California
anti-poverty and women’s rights or-
ganizer, non-profit director and
League strategist.

Melinda Lavon is a midwife and
organizer for Vote No Kansas with
her Lawrence DSA Chapter.



Fighting fascism with solidarity and vision

By the League Basic Needs
Electoral Committee

Outrage at ICE raids and deploy-
ment of the National Guard and Ma-
rines in Los Angeles has unleashed
an explosion of resistance all over the
United States. Tens of thousands
marched in solidarity in Chicago,
New York, San Francisco and other
cities. The ICE assault and arrest of
union president David Huerta galva-
nized protests by union members all
across California. In San Jose, unions
and immigrant families joined with
housing leaders to condemn criminal-
ization of not only migrants by the
Trump administration, but of un-
housed people by local mayors and
the California governor. “When we
all come together, that is where we
find our power,” said Huy Tran, lead-
er of the immigrant rights group SI-
REN. In Chicago, Mayor Brandon
Johnson battled stepped-up ICE de-
ployments. “It’s a war on our cul-
ture,” he said. “It’s a war on our de-
mocracy. I am counting on all of Chi-
cago to resist in this moment, because
whatever vulnerable group is being
targeted today, another group will be

MASS DEPORTATION

These leaders are pointing the
way toward the working class soli-
darity that is the only force capable of
defeating the drive toward fascism.
The attack on immigrants is the cut-
ting edge of the fascist offensive. It is
part of preparing to target other sec-
tors of the working class. But most
Americans are only slowly beginning
to grasp its scale, ferocity and full
implications. Trump lulled public
opinion with the lie that he would on-
ly deport “criminals” and the “worst
of the worst.” But his actions have re-
vealed his true intentions:

* Raids on shopping malls,
schools, shelters, churches and work-
places;

* The ICE director’s state-
ments that all undocumented are
criminals;

*  Revocation of temporary pro-
tected status for over half a million
legal residents;

* Attempts to deport legal per-
manent residents;

 The campaign to
“denaturalize” millions of American
citizens;

birthright citizenship;

e The Trump order requiring
proof of citizenship in order to vote.

The mass deportation of 15-20
million people promised in Trump
campaign speeches would be the
largest mass displacement in human
history, with the exception of World
War Two. Despite logistical chal-
lenges, officials are leaving no stone
unturned trying to make it happen. In
late May, Trump deputy Stephen
Miller called on ICE to increase its
daily arrest quota from 1,000 to 3,000
and to aim to deport one million peo-
ple by the end of 2025.

As we speak, ICE is weaponizing
data on 700,000 people that was ille-
gally seized by DOGE from federal
police agencies, Social Security, the
IRS, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and Health and Human Ser-
vices. The intention is to enthrone
ICE as a political police, end even the
pretense of democracy, consolidate a
corporate dictatorship and make war
on the American people. Homeland
Security Secretary Kristi Noem clari-
fied the goal when she claimed that
L.A’s solidarity with immigrants

a “city of criminals.”

WORKING CLASS UNITY

While the anti-immigrant offen-
sive clearly targets primarily people
of color, it is not just any people of
color. It is specifically low-income,
working class people of color. At the
same time as he was deporting work-
ers, Trump rolled out a plan to sell
citizenship to wealthy investors no
matter what country they come from.
America’s 48 million immigrants are
an inseparable part of the working
class, especially the low-income sec-
tor, through workplaces, tenant asso-
ciations, unhoused encampments, un-
ions and neighborhoods. Workers
who join the rapid response networks
to defend immigrants are defending
themselves also, by fighting for the
unity of their class.

The violence and viciousness of
this attack is an indication of strategic
weakness on the part of the ruling
class. The billionaires that make up
their ranks are only a tiny percentage
of the population, while the workers
they intend to disenfranchise, rob and
exploit make up hundreds of mil-

next.” *  An executive order to repeal

made its entire 3.8 million population Continued on page 4

Rally! mission statement

Rally! is the political paper of the League of Revolutionaries
for a New America.

We fight alongside all who seek to abolish: poverty, ecological
disaster, fascism, war, white supremacy, gender oppression and
other attacks on the working class. We fight for a government that
takes care of people first.

Our articles especially lift up the fight for humanity’s basic
needs, which propels every other social struggle. We focus our
work, along with other fighters, on developing strategic thinking
that can unleash the energy of the millions of people who are
driven to fight for a better world.

Together we can participate in the reconstruction of society, on
a new foundation, where social wealth is owned in common and
distributed according to need.

Editorial policy

Rally! is a vehicle to reach out to and communicate with revo-
lutionaries both within and outside of the League of Revolutionar-
ies for a New America.

The Editorial Board is responsible for preparing the printed and
website versions of Rally! to represent the League’s political po-
sitions and policies, the Board’s editorial and formatting guide-
lines, and the political points agreed on with article writers.

Editorial board: Allen Harris, Kimberly King, Joyce Mills, Ste-
ve Teixeira

Visit us at: rally-theleague.org
The Rally! bilingual website provides online access to all is-
sues of Rally! It is a political resource for our readers and pro-

vides up-to-date articles, statements and analysis of key ques-
tions of importance to revolutionaries.

Subscribe to Rally! One year for $20

Send a check or money order payable to ‘LRNA, P.O.
Box 408002, Chicago, lllinois 60640

League of Revolutionaries

for a New America

Today, whether through words or deeds, vast numbers of so-
cially conscious people declare themselves revolutionaries in op-
position to the degenerating social and economic conditions.

The League’s mission is to unite with other revolutionaries
around the demands of the working class, especially the class of
displaced workers and show that the solution is a cooperative,
communist society where social wealth is owned in common and
distributed according to need.

The demands of this new impoverished class for food, hous-
ing, education, healthcare and an opportunity to contribute to so-
ciety are summed up as the demand for a cooperative society.

Such a society must be based on the public ownership of the
socially necessary means of production and the distribution of the
social product according to need.

Mail: LRNA, P.O. Box 408002, Chicago, lllinois 60640
E-mail: info@lrna.org

Phone: 1 (773) 486-0028

Web: Irna.org
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Octavia Butler warned us of fascism!

Chanting “No Kings!” and “No
hate, no fear, immigrants welcome
here!” more than five million Ameri-
cans protested the policies of Donald
Trump on No Kings Day on June 14.
Even people’s clothing displayed
messages like No Kings, No Tyrants
and Power to the People. Some shirts
read Octavia Butler Tried to Tell Us,
aimed at drawing people to read the
words of a visionary writer who years
ago had seen these dangerous politi-
cal times coming.

Octavia Estelle Butler wrote 16
books of Afro-futurism, science fic-
tion and speculative fiction by which
she warned of the growth of Ameri-
can fascism. Activists, writers and
thinkers across the United States have
said that her novels Parable of the
Sower (1993) and Parable of the Tal-
ents (1998) were especially prophet-
ic. Butler died in 2006 at the age of
58.

In April 2025, a graphic novel
version of Parable of the Talents was
published. What accounts for this
renewed interest?

It’s because today’s events have
validated her warnings. During Janu-
ary’s wildfires in Los Angeles and
Altadena, the news show Democracy
Now! said: “These climate-fueled
fires have also drawn renewed atten-
tion to the writing of the late Octavia
Butler.” It explained that Butler had
forecast that the government’s failure
to address climate change was putting
her Altadena neighborhood at the risk
of fire. She has been proven right.

On a national level, Parable of the
Talents imagined an America in the
year 2032 when poverty and home-
lessness were as common as an epi-
demic, and where the police openly
violated the rights of the poor. She
presented a fascist who gets elected
president, campaigning with the slo-
gan of Make America Great Again.

FICTION AS REVOLUTIONARY
INSPIRATION

Abrams ComicsArts published the
new graphic novel version of Parable
of the Talents. The award-winning
team of Damian Duffy, John Jen-
nings and David Brame wrote and
drew it. While some might assume
that a comic book format cannot con-
vey important political information,
Duffy explained that it deals with
“the devastation of climate change
and the rise of fascism in the United
States.”

Nikki High, owner of the Altade-
na store Octavia’s Bookshelf, where
the new version was unveiled, shares

ALTADENAHERITAGE.ORG
Octavia Butler (1947-2006), a vi-

sionary author whose works were
as prophetic as they were prolific.
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The cover of Octavia Butler’'s
1998 novel Parable of the Tal-
ents. Today’s events have vali-
dated her warnings.

that view. As she told the Los Ange-
les Times: “It’s an organic push to
meet people where they are and to
understand that different forms of
media help us retain information.
We’re all different.”

Revolutionaries often find inspira-
tion in books of fiction and the de-
bates they provoke. During the old
era of industrial capitalism, author
Victor Hugo’s 1862 novel Les Mi-
serables depicted the suffering of the
French working class so powerfully
that it added to the social pressure
that erupted just nine years later in
the world’s first socialist revolution,
the Paris Commune. Writer V.S.
Pritchett quoted Russia’s Bolshevik
leader Vladimir Lenin as feeling that

A participant in the June 14 No
Kings protests.

Anton Chekhov’s short story Ward
No. 6 in 1892 “made him a revolu-
tionary.” And the publication of Har-
riet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom'’s
Cabin in 1852 added to the calls for
the abolition of slavery, achieved by
the Civil War that began in 1861. The
debate over that book included de-
mands that African American writers
also be published on the topic, espe-
cially those who had actually experi-
enced slavery.

Parable of the Talents is about
today’s different era. As the main
character says, “l have seen educa-
tion become a privilege of the rich. I
have watched convenience, profit and
inertia excuse greater, more danger-
ous environmental degradation. I
have watched poverty, hunger and
disease become inevitable for more
and more people.” As the economic
revolution provoked by new digital
technology eliminates much of the

human labor from production, this
also eliminates the very basis for the
capitalist mode of production. The
book’s characters are from that sec-
tion of the old industrial working
class which now is being pushed into
today’s new social class, made up of
displaced and dispossessed people.

REVOLUTIONARY LESSONS
AND WARNINGS

In the story, a new government
opens homeless shelters only to en-
trap poor people and uses electronic
stun collars to force them into slave
labor. In the middle of that misery,
pain and death, a young African
American woman slowly develops
writings and methods of organization
to help people escape and organize
themselves into free and diverse com-
munities. On one farm, some of them
overthrow their enslavers, but when
the government begins to hunt them
they ultimately see that their only
safety is in organizing others to rise
up.

Google’s Ai Overview reports that
the two Parable books “inspired ac-
tivists and communities to create al-
ternative models of living and gov-
ernance, focusing on sustainability,
resilience, and collective action.”
John Jennings notes that “Damian
and I were in the mindset that, in
some ways, we were providing some
kind of ‘service’ for the greater good
because of the lessons and warnings
embedded.” This era’s revolutionar-
ies need that same mindset about our
own work, producing lessons and
warnings about how the ruling class
is trying to preserve its system of pri-
vate property by means of the new
technofascism. Revolutionary service
to the greater good also means
fighting in partnership with the newly
emerging class against that techno-
fascism. As Butler wrote,

Belief will not save you.

Only actions

Guided and shaped

By belief and knowledge

Will save you.

Belief

Initiates and guides action —

Or it does nothing.

Octavia Butler’s book had her
characters unite around the idea that
“Only in partnership can we thrive,
grow, Change. Only in partnership
can we live.” But it was not able to
also go into how digital technology
could be owned in common to serve
the collective needs of humanity and
of the Earth. She left the task of ex-
plaining that to all of us.
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Reform and revolution 2025

From the Editors

Rally-Agrupemonos! aims to help
its readers “dig deeper” into the
issues of the day by laying out some
of the fundamental economic causes
of today’s political turmoil. By un-
derstanding fundamental economic
causes, we can organize and unify
more effectively, since the working
class, indeed society as a whole, is
being impacted by these deep and re-
lentless economic changes.

This article is about how capital-
ism as a system has been changing
since the 1960s and 1970s due to the
technological revolution that brought
us automation, robotics, and now Al
It was adapted from an article
originally printed in 2018.

The defining characteristic of cap-
italism is that, first, the owners of
capital exploit human labor to pro-
duce commodities, keeping labor
cheap and paying the lowest wages
possible. Then, the workers must pur-
chase these commodities with their
wages in order to live.

Labor-replacing technologies, as
they develop, completely shatter this
relationship. Neither robots nor per-
manently unemployed workers do
any shopping. Through the ongoing
process of technological change,
which has been continuing for dec-
ades, society is being polarized into
two great camps. One camp possess-
es the vast wealth of society and the
abundance being produced. The other
camp lives permanently in abject
poverty and want, without adequate
work or means of survival. As this
polarization becomes more extreme,
even deeply hostile and opposed, that
is, antagonistic, our society moves

away from reforming the existing
system and moves toward revolution.

In other words, the conflict in the
economy — and between the classes —
intensifies as a natural and inevitable
process. Step by step, it reaches the
point where it cannot and will not be
resolved or settled by partial reforms.
Indeed, as the capitalist class moves
toward fascism, we can see this pro-
cess at work.

The capitalist class today is
stripping away programs like food
stamps (SNAP) and Medicaid which
help workers who have lost jobs and
income at the very time such
programs are needed most. The re-
cent so-called Big [Ugly] Budget Bill
is an example of how far the capital-
ist class will go in attacking the
working class’s basic needs and de-
mand for justice, rolling back reforms
won in the 1960s and 1970s.

It was just a matter of time before
this economic antagonism found po-
litical expression. One example is the
polarizing effect of Trump's presiden-
cies. The size, scope, and sustainabil-
ity of the demonstrations against
Trump's policies have led many to
compare this period with the civil
rights and antiwar movements of the
1960s. The demands of the move-
ment today are around many of the
same issues as they were back then.
Healthcare, education, housing, jobs,
racism, police brutality, women’s
rights, and war are just some of those
issues.

NOT COMPATIBLE
WITH CAPITALISM

In the past period, these demands
could be partially met and some re-

forms in the interests of the workers
could be obtained because the capi-
talist system was still expanding.

For example, the struggle for civil
rights for African Americans led to
significant reforms against the
background of mechanical cotton
harvesting in the South, which came
to replace sharecroppers in picking
cotton. Massive migration from the
rural South brought workers into
expanding industry in the North and
eventually in the South. This example
shows how demands for greater
economic opportunity, equality and
justice could win civil rights reforms
without disrupting capitalism.

In the 1960s, technology ad-
vanced in ways that fit well with cap-
italism. While some jobs were lost,
new ones were created, allowing peo-
ple to continue working and living
within the system.

Automation — labor-replacing,
electronic technology — has grown
rapidly since it was applied to pro-
duction the 1970s but automation is
not compatible with capitalism. Soci-
ety has become more polarized eco-
nomically and politically. The up-
surge of a movement for the basic ne-
cessities of life and social justice is
proof of this. While many partici-
pants in the movement perceive
themselves as resisting Trump, they
are actually rebelling against capital-
ism and its private property relation-
ships which are threatening their very
survival. Historic changes in the pro-
duction process and the economy
have brought about what we are go-
ing through now.

We know from our study of histo-
ry that social orders do not disappear

until there is no longer any room for
their economic system to expand. To-
day the capitalist economic system
has penetrated every corner of the
globe. It has nowhere to expand. Un-
precedented production and unprece-
dented want describe our time. Mil-
lions of workers in the United States
— and indeed, across the world — are
struggling to survive, demanding the
basic necessities of life. Today, any
reform efforts to gain free universal
healthcare and equal education or for
an end to homelessness challenge the
private property of the capitalist
class.

In a time when expansion is no
longer possible, the capitalist class
will not yield or share the social
wealth they claim as their own. It is
aggressive, cruel, murderous and de-
termined to undermine all means of
democratic participation. It is sacri-
ficing the value of human and plane-
tary life on the altar of increased
profit. The Trump regime is only the
most recent brutal example of this.

The struggles against the current
regime may appear to be efforts to re-
form the system. However, because
reforms are no longer possible, they
are becoming struggles to transform
our society from one based on a sys-
tem of private property to a new co-
operative system in which the society
owns the means of production and
the social product is distributed ac-
cording to need.

Automation — and now artificial
intelligence — is producing such
abundance that it makes distribution
according to need both practical and
necessary. This is the meaning of
revolution today.

Fighting fascism with solidarity and vision

Continued from page 2

lions. The attack on migrants, like the
attack on DEI, are brutal and real, but
also only opening battles in a war
against the entire low-wealth sector
of the working class. They are in-
tended to prevent people from uniting
against the budget bills that will cut
Medicaid by $700 billion, food
stamps by $280 billion and HUD
rental housing assistance by $27 bil-
lion.

The poverty, homelessness and
human misery these cuts will create
are pushing people to unite across
lines of race, language and culture.
The role of revolutionaries — the un-
compromising fighters for communi-
ty and compassion — is to join the

battle for class unity wherever it is
breaking out, beginning with the peo-
ple most impacted and strengthen it
step by step.

BEAUTIFUL WORLD

While solidarity is the immediate
demand of the moment, revolutionar-
ies are also responsible to outline a
clear vision for the future. Within the
private property system, revolution-
ary technologies like artificial intelli-
gence (Ai) today can only offer un-
employment, misery and environ-
ment-crushing data centers. But a
society based on public ownership
could use the amazing productivity of
Al to shorten the work week, enrich
our communities and clean up our

planet.

Revolutionaries popularize this
vision wherever they are, in the
movements for health care, unions,
education, the environment, repro-
ductive freedom and resistance to
genocide. In their invaluable hand-
book, Abolish Rent, leaders of the
L.A. Tenants Union describe the
world the working class is fighting
for, from the perspective of tenants:
“It 1s a struggle for new democratic
structures for managing and distrib-
uting resources according to our
needs. It is a struggle against those
whose wealth and power is made on
the backs of our demise. Those who
are now the most vulnerable to the
violence and injustice of our current

system have the most to gain by its
destruction and the creation of anoth-
er way of life. We want a world with-
out landlords and a world without
rent. We want everything for every-
body.”

The massive No Kings Day
marches on June 14 were a victory
for democracy. But returning Demo-
crats to control of Congress will not
abolish ICE and will not stop fascism
if elections are even permitted in
2026. The most visionary speakers
urged us to go beyond opposing
Trump and MAGA and take the bat-
tle to the corporations and the billion-
aires.

That is the road to the better
world we are fighting for.
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